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Dr. Marianne Holler, class of 1977, has dedicated herself to better-
ing the lives of others. Growing up in a large family, she learned 
the values of religion and charity. Throughout her life Marianne’s 
mother acted as a foster parent to countless children in need. This 
example of service, selflessness and generosity set the 
direction for Marianne’s life work. 

After graduating from EOCH in 1977, Marianne 
went to Georgian Court College for her Bachelor’s 
degree and then to Fordham University for her Mas-
ter’s in Social Work. As a social worker she spent 18 
years working in various medical centers where she 
developed a special affinity for frail, elderly patients 
and their families. When facing end of life issues, 
clients would often compliment Marianne’s sugges-
tions saying “that’s a good idea. I’ll speak to my doc-
tor about that.” This planted a seed for Marianne; she 
thought that perhaps she 
should become a doctor. 

When her younger sister Judy 
became ill and died in 1995, 
Marianne felt a strong spiritual 
tug to find a new path for her-
self. Now determined to become a physician, Marianne embarked 
on a long and arduous path. While working to support herself, she 
spent three years attending night school to complete the science 
and math courses required to apply to medical school. Her goal 
was to start medical school before she turned 40; she did so three 
months shy of her 40th birthday. Studying with students almost 20 
years her junior, surviving 30 hour shifts as an intern in the hospi-
tal, and sacrificing time with family and friends are some of the 
challenges Marianne faced, and yet she persisted.  

Marianne paired her social work background and medical training 
to become a physician specializing in palliative care and hospice. 
She received her DO medical degree from the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey (now Rowan University) – 
School of Osteopathic Medicine in 2003.  

Since becoming a physician, Marianne has built an impressive re-
sume. Currently, she is the Chief Medical Officer of the VNA 
Health Group of NJ in partnership with RWJ-Barnabas where she 
oversees all hospice, palliative medicine and end of life care for 
that organization. In addition, she practices Palliative Medicine at 
Community Medical Center in Toms River.  Prior to this, Mari-
anne worked at Samaritan Healthcare and Hospice as a physician 
and Palliative Medicine Fellowship Director. She has also served 

internationally in clinics in Honduras, Guatemala, and Uganda and 
has lectured as a visiting professor at multiple colleges on palliative 
care topics.  

Marianne has received numerous awards for her work.  
In 2013 Marianne was named a winner in the Physician 
of the Year category by the NJBIZ Healthcare Heroes 
awards program. Marianne was also recognized for her 
work with Samaritan’s African Hospice partnership.  
She embarked on a two-week humanitarian mission to 
Uganda in 2013 as part of a clinical and cultural ex-
change with staff and patients coping with HIV-AIDS, 
cancer and tuberculosis. On the plane to Uganda, Mari-
anne and a colleague were pressed into service to revive 
a fallen passenger with a barely perceptible pulse saving 
her life and averting the need to divert the packed 
plane to an emergency landing.  

Although most people avoid 
conversation about death, this 
has been Marianne’s chosen pro-
fession. Describing her work, 
she explains that her primary 
goal is to move the conversation 

forward on end of life care. She does this through countless 
presentations to professionals as well as through her clinical work 
with her patients, helping them understand their options and artic-
ulate wishes for treatment or the withholding of treatment. 

Marianne credits her parents and family for modelling what it 
means to care for others and give back to the community. In addi-
tion, she was influenced to believe in herself by the strong women 
in her family as well as teachers who influenced her during her 
formative years. In particular, she appreciated how Sr. Mary Anne 
Campeotto (class of 1970 and faculty member) took an interest in 
her as a shy 15-year-old, which helped to build her confidence. 

The Holler family is well represented at EOCH. Marianne’s sisters 
Linda (76) and Judy both attended EOCH, though Judy was a 
rising senior when the school closed. Her brother Richard taught 
at EOCH and married Lisa Micelli, another alumna. Additionally, 
her father ran Bingo with Fr. Golding for several years. Finally, 
Marianne is married to Patricia Nash, class of 1971. They have 
been together since 1981 and were legally married in 2013. 

The personal gentleness, knowledge and understanding that Mari-
anne brings to her hospice patients is a special gift, and a living 
example of caritas. We congratulate Marianne as this year’s recipi-
ent of the Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award. 

Marianne Holler ‘77 
Sr. Eileen Bradshaw  

Caritas Award Winner for 2018 

Sunday April 8, 2018   11:30 am - 3:30 pm  Sterling Ballroom at  
  the DoubleTree by Hilton, 700 Hope Rd, Tinton Fall, NJ  Sterlingballroomevents.com 
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President:   

Mary Boyle Fleck ‘70 
 

Vice President:   

Cathy Leicht Crane ’71 
 

Treasurer:   

Janice Martin ‘66 
 

Secretary:  

Roberta Salvatore ‘72 
 

Faculty Advisor: 
Sr. Mary Anne Katlack 

 
 

1962: 
     Representative needed * 
 
 

1963: MaryAnn Fillion Bulgia 
H: 973-678-6408 
missavon915@msn.com 
 

1964: Charlotte Cikowski 
H: 732-396-9756  
cmcikowski@aol.com 
 

1965: Diane Conforti 
H: 732-219-5059 
 

 
 
 

Lauretta Guido LaSala 
H: 973-839-8399 
Franklasala@earthlink.net 
 
 

1966: Maureen Farrell Stella 
H: 973-361-1263 
mostella@aol.com 
 
 

1967: Linda Lavitola Kopet 
H: 732-903-6920 
lindakopet@yahoo.com 
 
 

1968: Barbara Ruane Slocum 
H: 973-539-0162 
bruane1@me.com 
 
 

1969: Donna Mariani Feulner 
H: 973-227-0577 
W: 732-396-5976 
sud4chette@verizon.net 
 
 

1970: Patricia  
Tobia Polizzano 
H: 973-731-4615 
ppolizzano@comcast.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1971: Andrea Pitrelli Thayer 
H: 973-377-2989 
aptnj@optonline.net 
 

Cathy Leicht Crane 
H: 732-396-9290 
ccrane7085@aol.com 
 

1972:  Roberta Salvatore 
H:732-727-3062 

dmbrms@yahoo.com  

 

1973: Donna  
Rossi Gesumaria 
H: 732-549-5667 
PHARM722@aol.com 
 
 

1974:   Kathy Ford Ludwig  
H: 973-887-3902 
kludwig01@hotmail.com 

 
 

1975: MaryAnne McDonald  
Benning 
H: 732-974-1648 
mmcdonald@hibb.net 
 

 

 

 
1976: Amy Vaccaro Ricciardi 
H: 973-325-8642 
MRSAVR@verizon.net 
 

1977: Therese Zink Passione 
H: 973-316-5085 
terrypass@aol.com 
 

1978: Colleen Farrell Ohaus 
H: 201-525-1798 
coldoonie1160@yahoo.com 
 

1979: Lynne Fairbanks 
H: 973-673-6787 
lfairba296@aol.com 
 

1980:  Anne Marie Freda  
732-371-0008     
lanshell@gmail.com   
 
 

1981-1983    
      Representative needed * 
 
 

*If you are willing to get involved, 
please contact  Donna Mariani 
Feulner ‘69 at:  
sud4chette@verizon.net 

CLASS OFFICERS and REPRESENTATIVES   

President’s Message 
Mary Boyle Fleck’70 
 
I sometimes feel overwhelmed by the all 
of the breaking news that assaults us each 
day, and wonder what I can do to make a 
difference. And then I remember the 
words of Margaret Mead: “Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, com-
mitted citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it's the only thing that ever 
has.”   When I think about all of the 
amazing young women who once walked 
through the halls of East Orange Catholic, these words ring so true.  
 
We are about to mark the 20th anniversary of our very vibrant 
EOCH Alumnae Association. East Orange Catholic High School 
opened its doors in 1958 and then closed, with much dismay, in 
1981. There is a certain irony that a school that closed more than 
25 years ago, still has a very active, vibrant, committed Alumnae 
Association when many schools that continue to thrive never see 
or hear from their graduates once they have tossed their caps into 
the air on graduation day. We began as a dedicated, determined 
group of EOCH women who, under the leadership of Sr. Eileen 
Bradshaw and Sr. Mary Anne Katlack, began planning for the first 
all school reunion in 1997.  On November 1, 1998 more than 500 
alumnae filled the auditorium at the Academy of Saint Elizabeth in 
Convent Station for an inspiring gathering that included a tribute to 
Mr. Yates and performances by the Yates family and the Glee Club. 
Based on the tremendous response to this first reunion, the EOCH 
Alumnae Association was born. Initially the idea was to be a social 
organization and now we have evolved creating a more lasting  

legacy through our scholarship fund, which supports the education 
of young women who attend schools associated with the Sisters of 
Charity in the Newark Archdiocese.  
 
What makes the EOCH AA thrive is the commitment of alumnae 
who continue to volunteer their time and talents to this organiza-
tion. Several have been with us from the very beginning, and de-
serve our special thanks: Our first officers: Donna Mariani Feulner, 
Andrea Pitrelli Thayer and Janice Martin, who all continue to serve 
on the board, and Maureen McEnroe (deceased). Others who were 
there at the beginning and continue to serve include: Charlotte 
Cikowski, Maureen Farrell Stella, Linda Lavitola Kopet, Pat Tobia 
Polizzano, and Mary Anne McDonald. Many others have made 
significant contributions throughout the years, and I extend our 
sincere thanks to all who have continued to support and keep the 
spirit of EOCH alive. 
 
We are each part of the legacy of EOCH, which in the words of Sr. 
Mary Anne: “women who can accomplish anything they set their 
hearts and minds to accomplish.” Thank you for being part of this 
wonderful organization and making a difference in the lives of oth-
er young women. 

Mary Boyle Fleck 
 
 

Our School opened in 1958—Sixty years ago. 
 

The EOCH  
Alumnae Association   
was formed in 1998. 

 

2018 is our  
20th Anniversary. 

Assistance  for this issue:   Writers: Mary Boyle Fleck ‘70, Joanne Walukonis Cullinane, ‘74,  Sr. Mary Anne Katlack, SC.   
Class Notes: Ellen Williams ‘69  Editing and Proofing : Mary Boyle Fleck ‘70,   Proofing, printing and mailing: Cathy Leicht 
Crane ‘71,   Layout and Design: Charlotte Cikowski ‘64   
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We rely on your help identifying our alumnae and their family members who have died so we can acknowledge them In  
Memoriam.  Please send notices to any of the officers, class reps or directly to EOCHALUMNAE@gmail.com Thank you!   

 
 

 

Paula DeRose Liuzza '64   
Elizabeth Donnelly '64       Sister of   Bridget Donnelly Hogan '64  
Helene Sabatos Searle '65       Cousin of  Michele Sabatos Kosakowski '66 
Margaret Leary DeLuca '66  
Jill Neilan Semcer '67  
Diane Sigler Crichett '68  
Mary Lucas Clark '69       Sister of   Joan Lucas Dorsett '74 
Claudia DeLeo Bogan 70  
Annette Long Pariso '70       Sister of   Mary Elaine Long Romano '64 
Patricia Craig '71  
Elaine Morra Aiello '74       Sister of   Patty Morra Piegaro '71 
Terry Ciccone Meier '75  

        Lucia Amenta D'Archi '79  
FACULTY  
 Rosemary Giordano       Math teacher 
 Sr. Joseph Marie McManus       Biology teacher  

Sr. Grace Dorothy Everett       English teacher  

In Memoriam     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

  
 
 
 
 

         Eileen Donnelly Wheatly   Sister of         Elizabeth Donnelly '64 (dec'd) and Bridget Donnelly Hogan 64 
 Stanley Paluba  Father of      Carolyn Paluba Gutkowski '65, Lorraine Paluba Hangartner '68 and  
    Maryann Paluba Kuhn '74 
 Amy Pizzi Daughter of  Marguerite Roche Pizzi '66 
 John Novellino Brother of    Theresa Novellino Fiore '67 and Mary Novellino Peck '69 
 Brent Pearson Son of         June Clancy Pearson '69 
 Lillian Ryan Mother of  Kathryn Ryan-Fores ‘70   
 Theresa DiGirolamo Mother of Silvia DelPriore ‘69 and Francesca DiGirolamo ‘72 
 Lillian Donatiello Mother of    Connie Donatiello Scalise '71 and Lillian Donatiello Malanga '73 
 Rita Marinello Mother of    Rita Marinello Gesualdo '71 
 James Brannigan Brother of    Ann Brannigan Saskowitz '71 
 Elizabeth McChesney Sister of  Marguerite McChesney ‘71 (dec’d) 
 Elaine Vanacore Mother of  Carolyn Vanacore Clark ‘71 
 John Kohaut Father of     Trudy Kohaut Smith '71, Susan Kohaut '72  
 Elizabeth Welsh Mother of     Nancy Welsh '71 and Joan Welsh Pilsbury '73 
 Marion Hickman Mother of     Susan Hickman Tramaglini '71 
 Margaret Grosso Mother of  Michele Grosso ‘71 
 Donald Higgins Father of      Donna Higgins Fania '71 
 Lillian Baseil Mother of     Debbi Baseil Kleinbaum '72 
 Margaret McBride Mother of     Maureen McBride Edwards '72 
 Nina V. Giorella Mother of     Linda Giorella ‘72 
 Danielle Tarter Daughter of   Patricia Steffen Mitchell '72 
 Lorraine G.  Reilly Mother of     Barbara Reilly Polixa ‘73 
 William Mulligan Husband of   Kathy DeGraw Mulligan '73 
 Teresa Keogh Mother of     Agnes Keogh Clark '74   
 Franklin Clayton, Jr.  Brother of      Mary Clayton Rowen '74, Helen Clayton '76 and James Clayton—former 

  teacher and brother-in-law of Maria Valvano Clayton—former teacher 
 Steve Leber  Brother of     Yvonne Leber Marchese '74 and cousin of Terry Leber Frail '74 
 Dorothy Hart Mother of     Teresa Hart (dec) '74 
 Kenneth Jeanneret Brother of     Barbara Jeanneret Roos '74 
 Margaret Smith Mother of     Margaret Smith Davis '74  & Mary Alice Smith Petzinger  
 Edwina Antwine Mother of     Renee Antwine '74 
 Mary Millea Mother of     MaryPat Millea Shields '75 
 Josephine Candelieri Mother of     Rita Candelieri Costanza (dec’d) '77  
 Teresa O'Connell Mother of     Maureen O'Connell '77 
 Johanna Hartigan Mother of      Evelyn Hartigan Doyle '81 

STUDENTS 

RELATIVES 
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EOCH  SCHOLARSHIPS:  Making a Difference for the Future 

 
 

Donations … Want to do more?     
 

All donations to the EOCH Alumnae Association Schol-
arship Fund will be gratefully accepted and acknowl-
edged. Contributions are completely tax-deductible.  

 

Mail to: EOCH AA,  PO Box 4366   
Brick, NJ 08723 

 

 

Immaculate Conception High School 
 

Immaculate Conception High School would like to extend their 
warmest thanks to the EOCH Alumni Association for the re-
cent donation of $5,000, which could not have come at a better 
time. There are several students whose families have suddenly 
experienced financial difficulties and this gift will enable them to 
close the gap on their outstanding tuitions.  
 

Your generosity is truly making a difference in the lives of these 
young men and women, as well as continuing the spirit of the 
Sisters of Charity. Thank you for keep-
ing Immaculate in your heart. 
 

Kindest regards, 
 

Celia Triggs Honohan 
President 
 

These four students really needed a 
bit of good luck and then your 
GENEROUS GIFT arrived!  Bless 
you! 
      Personal handwritten note from Celia Triggs Honohan 

 

Saint Vincent Academy 
 

Remembering all the blessings that have been showered on our 
SVA community, especially the friendship and support we have 
had from the EOCH Alumnae Association, fills our hearts with 
joy and gratitude. Thank you for your generous gift of $5,000 for 
the Sister Eileen Bradshaw Scholarship Fund. We accept your gift 
with our pledge to continue SVA’s tradition of academic excel-
lence. 
 

We are extremely grateful for your 
generosity and faithfulness to SVA and 
the Sisters of Charity Mission. We can 
never thank you enough. 
 

God bless you. 
 

Sincerely,.  
 

Sister June Favata 
Administrative Director 
 

It is so wonderful that the women of EOCH continue to 
support our mission and our students  Then again we do 
share our sacred mission and always will.              
                   Personal  handwritten note from Sr. June 

Mother Seton Regional High School 
 

Your extremely generous donation of $5,000 to Mother Seton 
Regional High School is truly appreciated. The scholarship award 
you have so selflessly given is a living reflection of all that you 
remember and celebrate about the positive impact the Sisters of 
Charity had on your own education.  
 

As Catholics, we are called to act with justice and love tenderly.  

The EOCH Alumnae Association has not only acted justly in 
providing these very deserving students with a Catholic High 
School education; it has acted through love to provide a beautiful 
example of what being a supporter of our faith through education 
truly means.  
 

The living examples of Caritas your Alumnae Association embod-
ies is exactly why we chose to honor you this year at our Gala. It 
is our way of recognizing and reinforcing our common goals of 
empowering young women with a Sisters of Charity education. 
 

Your commitment to Catholic Educa-
tion for your women is evidenced so 
beautifully through this donation and 
our our students are forever grateful.  
Please know that the principals, faculty, 
staff and students of Mother Seton 
Regional High School thank you and 
pray for you always. 
 

With gratitude and love, 
 

Laura M Olden-Flammia  
Director of Development and Alumnae Relations  

 

Thank you so much for the very generous donation!  We 
were able to help several very needy families with this finan-
cial assistance. They and we are forever grateful.      
 Personal  handwritten note from Sr. Jacquelyn Balasia, Principal      

In April of 2018 we will celebrate the 20th Reunion of the EOCH 
Alumnae Association. The history of East Orange Catholic High 
School has been re-lived at each gathering and every reunion has 
been inspiring, festive and memorable.  

 

We all know how important education is for improving one’s in-
tellect as well as preparing for the future. Hearing the stories of 
our alumnae makes me so proud of how you have had an impact 
on our society as mothers, teachers, administrators, nurses, law-
yers, designers, business owners, political activists, entrepreneurs,  
artists, writers, musicians, physicians, etc.   

    

Your legacy continues in the scholarships given annually to the 
students who attend schools in Essex County that are staffed by 
the Sisters of Charity.  At Mother Seton Regional High School, at 
least twenty-five young women have been the recipients of your 
generosity.  In one family, alone, three girls are beneficiaries – one 
completed college with a major in Physics and is now teaching in a 
Science High School in Bergen County; the second girl also gradu-
ated from college and is studying for her CPA exam; the third girl 
is a junior in college. This is just one of the families that EOCH 
alums have impacted.   

You are continuing to make a difference.  

A message from Sr. Mary Anne Katlack 
        

EOCH AA Scholarships  
make a difference 
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Class of 1963       

Class Notes 

 
Class of 1966 
 

Barbara Oates Haluska and her husband moved their boat 
down the Tennessee/Tom Bigbee Waterway to Mobile, AL 
on to Port Saint Joe, FL. They enjoy fishing and sailing on the 
Forgotten Coast of Florida. Barbara writes, “If you are in the 
area, stop by and say hello. We will be on the boat called 
‘Emery El’ at the marina.” 
Maureen Farrell Stella volunteers as treasurer of St. Therese 
Rosary Altar Society and is an Advisory Board Member of the 
Campfire of America of Mine Hill. She and her husband An-
thony enjoy spending time in their retirement with their chil-
dren, Michelle, Filippo, Tony, Sandra and Erin and grandchil-
dren Marco, Sofia, Andrew, and Christopher. 
Arlene Barrows Meyers is a real estate agent with Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services New Jersey Properties. She is also 
on the New Jersey Governor’s Advisory Council for Volun-
teerism and Community Service. Residents of Plumsted, NJ, 
she and her husband enjoy participating in their nine grand-
children’s activities including sports, school plays and parties, 
most recently the Sweet 16 birthday party for their oldest 
granddaughter, Olivia.  

Class of 1962            55th Anniversary 
 

Peggy Lezgus Houlihan and her husband Kevin celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary at a family party with their four 
children and eight grandchildren.  
Mary Ann Martin Birch and her husband enjoy 
being snowbirds in Naples, Florida, stopping in 
Falls Church, VA and Charlotte, NC to visit son, 
daughter and grandchildren. Their son has joined 
the management team of Catawba Brewing Compa-
ny. 

Class of 1964    
 

Lois Jackyra Paul celebrated her “huge birthday” 
in 2017 with the reflection “Wasn’t I just sixteen?” She and hus-
band celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with a Caribbean 
cruise vacation. 
Barbara Freeman Nelson and her husband have been married 
for over 38 years and retired for 21 years. Living in Florida for 11 
years, they enjoy playing golf and working out in the gym. Barbara 
writes, “It is a small world. Our pastor here at St. Ignatius in Tar-
pon Springs, is from Totowa, NJ and the church address 
is 751 East Orange Street!” 

 

 

Class of 1965 
 

Diane M. Comforti, in retirement, volunteers at Jersey Shore 
Medical Center and co-leads a support group. Living in an adult 
community in Monmouth County, she enjoys traveling. 
Suzann E. Sexton Tedeschi announces the 9/3/18 wedding of 
her daughter Samantha and Andrew S. Tannenbaum. 

 

Some FACULTY at Reunion  2017 

Above:  Sr. Patricia Beaumont,  Sr. Gloria O.Brien and   
Sr. Virginia Thomas.  Below:  Sr. Mary Anne Katlack,  
Sr. Marianne Campeotto, Ellen Williams.  
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Class of 1967 
 
Trudi Barrett is enjoying her retirement filled with time spent with 
her six grandchildren, traveling and working as a physical fitness 
trainer. 
Virginia J. Casey Ackerman retired in June 2015 after 35 years of 
teaching, eight years in Newark and 27 years in Livingston. 
Martha Roig Oliva was unable to attend the reunion and Glee 
Club concert, but extended her best wishes for their success. Ex-
pressing her gratitude for the EOCH Alumnae Association, she 
writes “Thank you so much for all of your efforts; they do not go 
unnoticed.” 
Antoinette Pepe Bucca and her husband Tom, are very active in 
VFW Post 2856 in Livingston, NJ. Antoinette writes, “Since Tom is 
a 34 year US Army veteran, with four wartime deployments under 
his belt, he and I love to give back to the vets. Four times a year, we 
host 30 to 40 East Orange Veterans Hospital residents at the post 
for a home cooked dinner. My good friend, Vincenta Wolfe, and I 
do all the cooking. The veterans love our food and are so grateful. 
It is so rewarding.” In their retirement, Tom and she travel and 
cruise in the summer when not at their summer home in Long 
Beach Island, NJ. 
Jean Schmid Cooney retired after 28 years as a home health care 
visiting nurse. She and husband Gary have been married for 26 
years. Jean is a “happy grammy” to five grandsons and one grand-
daughter, mother to two daughters, one stepson and “one furry 
child”, her 11 year old Labradoodle.   
Ingrid Hegenauer Greene moved to Hawaii in 2012 following 
retirement from the Atlantic Health System.  She is secretary of the 
board of the Friends of Wahiawa Library and board member and 
Pineapple Festival co-chair of the Historical Society. Describing 
Hawaii, she writes “The islands are beautiful and the people are 
great, but being in the middle of the Pacific Ocean makes it difficult 
to ‘just pop in’ to see your mainland friends and family. Oh, and I 
miss NJ pizza!” 
Karen Gyetvay Lang maintains a state certified Tax Collector’s 
License. After 39 years, she retired from the city of Orange.  Karen 
loves to travel, walk, take Zumba classes, garden, cook, and spend 
time with family and friends. She and her husband celebrated their 
34th wedding anniversary. Their son Peter, a US Coast Guard Lieu-
tenant, lives with his wife in Herndon, VA. Son Ryan, a 
Georgetown graduate, lives and works in Naples, FL. 

Elaine Mackowski retired after working in Hong Kong for 17 
years. She is president/treasurer of her homeowners association. 
Her travel plans include Antarctica, Hong Kong, Bangkok, and 
cruises to South America and Alaska. 
Irene Ulrich Schaefer retired after 35 years as an RN in Orthope-
dic Nursing. In her retirement, she enjoys her “ever- enlarging” 
family, her dog Charlie, hiking, camping and traveling. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class of 1967  -  50th Anniversary 

Class of 1968 
 

Kathy Wise Marshall and her husband visited classmate Alicia Zipp 
during their visit to Boston and Cape Cod. In partial retirement, she 

 and her husband are busy with volunteer            
 work, walking, and the care of their two 
 elderly mini poodles. 
  

 Grace Flannery Kerrigan and her hus-
 band Tim spend their days caring for their 
 three beautiful granddaughters, Melanie, 
 Abigail and Cecelia. They will celebrate 
 their 40th anniversary by taking a river 
 cruise along the Snake River following the 
 route of the Lewis and Clark expedition. 
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Class of 1969 
 
Nancy Cassels Turner earned her 
Masters degree at age 60, majoring 
in Health Informatics at Northeast-
ern University. Following a 38+ year 
career at Massachusetts General 
Hospital, she now works for  Part-
ners Healthcare. In this new posi-
tion, she brings the Epic electronic 
health record to 10 partner hospi-
tals. Nancy and her husband have been married 37 years and have 
two children. 
Ellen Williams reflects on what special meaning the EOCH reun-
ion has for her each year: “The reunion is very significant to me for 
it commemorates three very important parts of my life. At the re-
union, alumnae who had my mother as a guidance counselor tell 
me how her advice and gentle demeanor made a profound impact 
on their lives. At the reunion, alumnae I taught from 1975-1976, 
shared how they remember my 9th and 10th grade English classes. 
At the reunion, my fellow class of ’69 classmates exchange memo-
ries of EOCH. I was Editor-in-Chief of the EOCH ECHO during 
my high school years, so I take pleasure now in helping with our 
EOCH Alumnae Association newsletter. And, at the reunion, when 
I join in singing with my fellow Glee Club members, I feel like I am 
back in the music room once again!” 
Nancy Clark has a private podiatry practice in Ocean County. 
She is raising her niece Kaila, a third year student at Kean Uni-
versity. Nancy is busy with her three dogs (two rescues). She is 
a proud member of the EOCH Alumnae Association Board of 
Trustees. 
 

Class of 1970   

 

Barbara Will Dellanno is the Dean of Academics and Faith 
Formation at Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains. 
She frequently sees Sister Mary Anne Katlack who represents 
Mother Seton Regional High School at Archdiocesan meetings 
and celebrations. “I am always so happy to see her and give her 
a kiss. She is amazing, and all whose lives she has touched are 
blessed!” 
Maryanne Harmon Hedrick shares these reflections: “Many 
of us are turning 65 (!) this year. Life is happy and I’m still ex-
ploring new things; this is not the retirement lifestyle I feared in 
my youth. Something good happened to us during those formative 
years at EOCH. I am still thankful, and occasionally still hum those 
songs we learned in Glee Club. Best wishes to all my dear friends 
from those years!” 
Mary Boyle Fleck and her husband George are enjoying their 
retirement. They recently moved 
to Seabrook Island, SC where 
they have gotten involved in sev-
eral volunteer activities including  
a program to feed the hungry. 
Denise Nimeth Bellog and 
Maureen Balsamo Mould went 
on a Bike to Barge tour of Am-
sterdam during Holy Week of 
2017. Riding an average of 20 
miles per day on tandem bikes, 
they explored the beautiful coun-
tryside filled with windmills and 
the tulips in full bloom. 
 

Class of 1971 
 
Teri Doran is a member of the 
Board of Trustees and Chair of the 
Publicity and Education Committee 
of the Hemophilia Association of 
New Jersey.   
Ann F. Brannigan Saskowitz is 
Vice President of Client Account 
Services for Phoenix PBM. She is a 
volunteer on the BID board for her 

hometown, Denville, NJ. She and her husband recently celebrated 
their 43rd anniversary.  
Judy Jarmusz Lewis is working as a Tax Director for CBIZ 
MHM LLC, a nationwide CPA firm. She and Tom, her husband of 
42 years, moved to Lake Worth, FL 18 years ago, where they now 
live with their rescued part Havanese/part Poodle, Abbey Road. 
They have annual passes to Disney and enjoy classic rock concerts. 
Judy Cappuccino Maccaferri , retired from her 34 year teaching 
career in Plymouth, MA and began her own business as a wellness 
coach, “helping others to lead healthy and active lifestyles.”  See 
her at: (www.igetweightloss.com). Her own lifestyle choices include 
exercise and travel. Her recent family travels include a family cruise 
to Alaska, and a trip to Austria and Italy to visit her daughter and 
son-in-law who are engineers in Austria. 
 

 

Andrea Pitrelli Thayer and husband Rich, married 40 years, have 
been retired four years, enjoying travel to Western Europe, Yellow-
stone/Grand Tetons, Greek Islands, and Russia by river cruise. 
Their grandchildren are turning 9, 6 and 3 years old.  

http://www.igetweightloss.com


8  

 

Class of 1972   45th Anniversary 

 

Deborah Baseil “is having so much fun” in a “newish” band called 
“After Hours”, a six-piece band playing “cool jazz in a 1940’s late 
night supper club style”. 
Kathleen Callahan Cook takes joy in her job as Compliance Of-
ficer with the ARC of Middlesex County, which provides housing, 
day programs, and employment support for adults with develop-
mental disabilities. In addition, she is busy with her three grandsons. 
Nancy Tucker-Datrio retired from PSE&G on 11/3/15 after 35 
years of service. She is now an active volunteer in the Mount Pleas-
ant Animal Shelter in East Hanover. 

Lynette Attanasio DeTata and her husband announced the arrival 
of their grandson Dominick William DeTata on 2017, Superbowl 
Sunday! 
Paula Visco Kenah has been an instructional aide for the past 16 
years at Valley View Middle School in Denville. She is mother to 
three sons and grandmother to her six year old grandson who is 
“the light of my life”. 
Marianne Sharkey Flood and John, her husband of 40 years, are 
grandparents to Johnny Flood V. They live half 
of the year in the West Village of New York 
City, and the other half in Westfield, NJ. Mari-
anne writes, “I often think of Laurie Sedecino, 
Carmel Calcagno, Rose Sheridan, Janice Smith, 
and Nancy Vanacore shopping along Bleeker 
Street in the West Village that is now my home.” 
Marianne is in her 14th year of teaching in the 
Nursing Department of Bloomfield College.  
Roberta Salvatore “cannot believe that this will 
be the 45th anniversary of my EOCH graduation! 
Seems like yesterday!” Retired in 2017, she has 
travel plans, with “a Rhine River cruise first on 
the list!” 
Mary Lynch Gaspard welcomed her fifth 
grandchild in April 2017. 

Diana Forte retired in January 2017, now devoting time to obtain-
ing the family history from her two elderly aunts. 
Lillian Napolitano Amabile retired from Horizon Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of New Jersey 6/30/16 after 24 years of service. She is 

currently a part time consultant with ICON Consulting 
and licensed Real Estate Associate with Arthur Rue 
Agency in Seaside Park. In 2017, she and husband Ray 
celebrated their 41st anniversary and became grandpar-
ents. Their daughter Laura lives with her husband Brian 
in Scotch Plains, and their son Raphael lives in Philadel-
phia with his wife Simonetta  
Virginia Will Sacchi is a Master Teacher and Special 
Education Department Leader at the Early Childhood 
Learning Center in Phillipsburg. She is a second grade 
religious education teacher at St. Ann’s, Emmaus, PA. 
She and Tony, her husband of 35 years, are happy to live 
in PA within a drive of New Jersey. They are parents to 
daughter, Cate and son, Joe. Their son-in-law, March is 

an active duty Marine Corp Captain. 
Patricia Finneran Thrower, in her tenth year of retire-
ment from her orthodontic practice, resides seven 
months of the year in Florida where she enjoys bike rid-
ing, Pilates, golf, tennis, and entertaining friends and fam-

ily. She is a lector and Eucharistic Minister at Saint Vincent Ferrer 
in Delray Beach, FL, and Sacred Heart in Bay Head, NJ. Al, her 
husband of 41 years, is an Orthopedic Surgeon in Westfield, NJ. 
Their oldest son, Albert, and his wife have two twin boys, Wyatt 
Finneran and Grayson Reed Thrower. Daughter Courtney and her 
husband are parents to Serena Caitlin. Youngest daughter Caitlin is 
working for Ferring Pharmaceutical. All three children                        
and grandchildren live in Hoboken, NJ. 

Mary Cannon Yaeger works for Liberty Mu-
tual Planning Incentive programs. She and 
Tony, her husband of 40 years, enjoy visiting 
their son Karl in California. They are grandpar-
ents to the two children of daughter Meagan 
and son-in-law Rob, and the child of son Gar-
rett and his wife, Erin. 

Class of 1972, In Memoriam table 
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Class of 1973  

 

 

 

 
 

Class of 1974 
 

Patty Baird Van 
Orden retired after 29 years as a nurse clinician in the Rut-
gers Early Intervention program. She and her husband of 35 
years are grandparents to granddaughter Alexis, whose par-
ents are daughter Kelly and son-in-law Orane. Patty embraces 
her “new full time position” as Alexis’ babysitter. Son Chris and his 
wife, Tricia, live and work in the D.C. area. Patty writes, “I was so 
happy to be able to sing with the Glee Club at the Christmas con-
cert. Thanks to my dearest friend, Joann Cullinane, for spearhead-
ing the organization of the concert!” 

Nancy A. Padula is a Learning Consultant in the Central Middle 
School of Branchburg. She is grandmother to two year old Aria 
born to stepdaughter Bethany Pominek Pelrick and her husband 
Dylan.  
Ann Marie Scuilla Rynda and her husband moved to California in 
October 2016 to enjoy the growth of their grandsons Miles and 
Sidney.  
Denise Mooney Zawacky has worked in the travel industry for 35 
years and has received the American Express Pacesetter Award 
four times in the last six years. “Needless to say, I love to travel!” 
says Denise. She is presently employed with Avenue Travel Group 
American Express as a Travel Consultant/ Manager in the Bedmin-
ster, NJ office, one of four Avenue Travel offices. Avenue Travel 
has received the American Express Rep Excellence Award consecu-
tively since 2007, an 
award given to the top 
25 agencies in the 
country. Denise and 
her husband John live 
in Warwick, NY with 
their “four babies”, 
Mickey and Mason 
(Westies), Maggie 
(German Shepherd), 
and May (Border Col-
lie). 
 
 
 

Class of 1975 

 

Mary Kae Higgins “loves selling homes and buildings” as full 
time Associate Broker at Coldwell Banker Reliable, serving Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn and Staten Island. For the past 20 years, she has lived 
in the Bay Ridge section of Brooklyn. 

  
 
 
           
           

        Class of 1976 
           
 

Class of 1977  45th Anniversary 
 
 

Julia Santorelli Sceurman is the proud grandparent of six grand-
children. 
Cathie Fitzgerald Sambrowski and her husband Mike became 
grandparents to Joseph Michael Sambrowski, son of Joe and Kim 
Sambrowski, on 10/15/16. 
Anneliese Konrad Rodrigues moved to Utah with her husband to 
join Vista Outdoor. Their son married in 2017 and their daughter 
will wed in 2018. 
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 Class of 1978                         Class of 1979 

 

Lynne Fairbanks express-
es regrets at being unable 
to attend the reunion, but 
plans to attend in the fu-
ture. She shares news of 
her sister, Lauren Fair-
banks, Class of 1977, who 
has been Production Man-
ager for NBC Nightly 
News for over 30 years. 

                 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

BUY EOCH STUFF 

Keep in touch on the web!   Follow us on Facebook 
 

Have a question, information to share,  A change of address?    
Write to us on Facebook or send us an email at 

EOCHALUMNAE@gmail.com  Our website is EOCH.org       

At our 2017 reunion, we asked for people to share 
some vivid memories from their days at EOCH. 
 

The class of 1970 engaged in a hilarious conversation re-

calling some memorable moments: 
 

 Miss Hill, the biology teacher in 1967, said sternly at the 

start of the first day of class “I am not of your faith. Please 
say your prayers.”  

 

 Classmates were always on diets. Believing that unblessed 
hosts were non-fattening, several would regularly go into 
the chapel and leave with a pocketful of hosts for snacks. 
One day, Fr. Golding stated he was perplexed that the 
hosts were disappearing. Pat Tobia Pollizano couldn’t con-
tain her guilt. She confessed explaining her dietary reasons. 
Fortunately, Fr. Golding had a good sense of humor! 

 

 Glee Club members clearly remember Sr. Eileen Maria 
Bradshaw standing guard at each after school practice just 
watching, silently watching their every move. And if you 
dared to even blink, you were subjected to her famous 
stare that communicated volumes. 

 

 We had Library class with Miss Mc Sweeney and she is the 
one who informed us that Walt Disney had died in Decem-
ber 1966, our freshman year. We had all grown up with the 
television shows “The Mickey Mouse Club” and “The 
Wonderful World of Disney”. These were the days before 
the opening of Disney World and Epcot in Orlando and 
Walt himself – not his parks – was a household word. 

From the class of 1977: 
 I remember when I hung up my pink uniform from the 

trees in front of school on graduation night. I heard Sr. 
Mary Anne yell “Miss Zink, get down from that tree.”      
Terry Zink 

 

 I decided to cut graduation practice at the cathedral. No 
one would notice, right? When I got home, my mom asked 
me “how was practice?” I said, “great!” Little did I know 
that Sr. Mary Anne call my house and told my mom that I 
wasn’t graduating because I cut. Needless to say, she let me 
graduate and I am forever grateful!   Andrea Mullin 

EOCH MEMORIES 

 

B. EOCH dark blue T-shirt with collar and blue  EOCH logo.                                    
M ,L, XL, XXL....$30.00                                                                                       

 

C. EOCH light blue/grey t-shirt with white trim on collar and 
EOCH logo in white.     M ,L, XL, XXL…$30.00 

 

Name   __________________________________________________________   
 
Address  _________________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________   State ______   Zip __________ 

        Item:                            Price     Quantity   Size       Total         
A. Tote Bag………….…... $  5.00    ___     _____   $_____ 
B. Dark Blue T-shirt ……. $30.00    ___     _____   $_____ 
C. Light Blue T-shirt …….$30.00    ___     _____   $_____ 
       

 Check or Money Order TOTAL   Amount $_________ enclosed  

Send to:  EOCH Alumnae Association, 
 P.O. Box  4366,  Brick, NJ 08723 

ORDER 

      FORM 

A.   EOCH TOTE…..$5.00 
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Sister Mary Anne Katlack has had a 

very distinguished career in Catholic School 
education. From 1964 to 1979, she served 
EOCH as teacher of History, Religion and 
Economics, as Vice-Principal and then as 
Principal. She writes “After I left EOCH, I 
was missioned at Mother Seton Regional 
High School in Clark from 1979 to 1988 
where I taught US History I and II, World 
History, and Modern European History. 
From 1988 to 1994, I was assigned as Principal of Marylawn of the 
Oranges in South Orange.  In 1994, I was Assistant Principal at the 
Southern Provincialate in West Orange. From 1996 to 1999, I was 
General Secretary of the Sisters of Charity, and from 1999 to 2003, 
Assistant General Superior of our Congregation. I was again mis-
sioned to Mother Seton Regional High School where I am Director 
of Campus Ministry.  I am still at MSR and loving every moment!” 
 

Jim Clayton taught Math and Econom-

ics from September 1971 until June 1976, 

where he met his wife Maria Valvano 
Clayton who taught English from 1974-

76. His sisters, Mary and Helen attended 
EOCH, as did Maria’s sisters, Antoinette 
and Michele.  Jim left EOCH to begin a 
career in public education as a teacher, de-
partment chair, principal and superinten-
dent. Along the way he earned his doctorate 
and now is a full-time professor of educa-
tion at Saint Peter’s University in Jersey 
City, his original undergraduate institution.   
Maria also entered public education, teach-
ing English in Verona for over 30 years. 
Their two children, Jimmy and Sera, are 
both teachers who are married to educators, 
and they have two beautiful granddaughters, 
Serafina and Rosemary. Jim writes: “Maria 
and I share many fond memories of our 
years at EOCH – school plays and concerts, 
athletic events, camping trips, and, of 
course, the daily interaction with faculty and 
students. EOCH was a wonderful place to 
begin a career with respectful, enthusiastic, 
and intelligent students and supportive par-
ents and administrators. We enjoyed the 
camaraderie that we shared with our fellow 
teachers. We would enjoy getting together 
with them to share family events from the 
past 40+ years!” 

 

Germaine McGrath writes “although I 

taught only one year at EOCH, 1965-66, the 
experience remains in my mind.” She taught 
Latin I, II and III including Freshman in 
group G, Sophomores in E, F, G, and H, 
and Juniors in group F.  She said “I will al-
ways remember them in their pastel spring 
and summer uniforms and their very stylish 
charcoal blazers and plaid skirts, which were 
worn the rest of the year.” After EOCH, she  

 

 
 

returned to NYU graduate school but said she “was unable to finish 
the Ph. D. requirements due to prejudices against women in aca-
demia at the time.” She worked for the State of NJ, Department of 
Labor, Disability Determinations for 34 years where she held many 
different titles there, including that of trainer, so she never really 
left teaching.  She mused “I often wonder what my life would have 
been like had I stayed longer.”  She has traveled all over the world 
and each time she goes to Rome she remembers students asking if 
she had been there. She reports “Not at that time, but often since.” 
A favorite memory: “One day we were translating something from 
"The Gallic War" in our nicely illustrated textbook when one of the 
girls noticed the curly hair on the bust of some noble Roman.  She 
lamented how unfortunate he was to have curly hair, since straight 
hair was one of the big styles at the time (1966).  The scene was 
repeated several times that day.” Finally, she writes: “If you want to 
see what I look like see my photo in the 1966 yearbook.  It was the 
best one ever taken.  I just look older. Literate people always ask 
me where is the picture of the aged me- "The Picture of Dorian 
Grey."  Always the English teacher.” 
 

Mary Jo Daniels Skutnik taught English and History from 

1969-71. Since leaving EOCH, when her husband returned from 
serving in Vietnam, they started they family and 
have two sons. She worked in the business world 
and then returned to teaching, and received her 
MA from Drew University. She taught religion 
and served as Department Chair at Mount St. 
Mary Academy in Watching. She retired in 2011, a 
year after the death of her husband and after 23 
years of teaching. She has volunteered at her par-
ish in various ministries for decades. She now en-
joys time with her family, and being a grandmoth-
er “brings so much joy!” Travel adventures include 
a western Mediterranean cruise, a Holy Land Pilgrimage, western 
states, England, Ireland and Scotland. She relishes memories of 
EOCH: “Fabulous students, so full of life, including my sister Ali-
cia. Many students attended my wedding on Thanksgiving Day 
1969. And I had wonderful colleagues including Eileen Ritter, Sue 
Domenick Murray and Karen McColgan. EOCH was a wonderful 
alma mater to my sisters Chris and Alicia, my sister-in-law Carol 
Carton and my cousin Kathy Wise.” 
 

Gail Verderamo Benson taught Business Education 1965-

66. After leaving EOCH, she taught business at 
a secretarial school, high school and college in 
NJ, NY and OR. She earned her MS from 
Utah State in Business Education and Office 
Administration, and worked as a School Busi-
ness Administrator for local school districts 
and the NJ Department of Education. She and 
her husband Harry Benson celebrate their 50th 
anniversary this year. Harry’s sister is Margaret 
Benson, class of ’67 and her brother Ralph 
married Carolyn Tanner, class of ’66. Gail now 
enjoys retirement and the ability to travel, hav-
ing visited all 50 states, Ireland (5 times), Australia, New Zealand 
and French Polynesia. Her favorite EOCH memory is “the day the 
lay teachers decided to wear light blue shirts/blouses and dark blue 
pants/skirts, since the rest of you all wore uniforms!” 

FACULTY CORNER    



12  

 

            

C’ mon along and listen to the EOCH Alumnae Glee Club as we 
present “EOCH on Broadway”, a fundraising concert based on 
classic show tunes! After the success of last year’s Christmas Con-
cert, we’ve decided to have another go at raising money for the 
Alumnae Association’s scholarship fund. The Broadway theme was 
suggested by Sr. Mary Anne Katlack and we just loved her idea! 
The ladies will be joined this year by several special guest alumni 
from our brother schools, Bishop Francis Essex Catholic Regional 
High School and Seton Hall Preparatory School, to round out the 
ensemble, led once again by our director Ted Kociolek (SHP ’74).  

 

The concert will take place on Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 2 p.m. 
at Mother Seton Regional High School, 1 Valley Rd., Clark, NJ. 
Admission will be $10 per person (payable at the door) with chil- 

 
dren under 12 free. Please consider kicking off your holiday season 
with us. This is a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with former 
classmates and support a very worthy cause. The Alumnae Associa-
tion’s scholarship fund financially assists worthy young women 
seeking a Catholic high school education in the Archdiocese of 
Newark. 

 

The planning has been underway for a few months, and we’ll start 
rehearsing in early October. There is always an opportunity to help 
out behind the scenes, if you haven’t decided to join us on the 
stage. If you’d like to help out, please contact Joann Walukonis 
Cullinane ’74, at joanncull@msn.com. We’ll be posting updates on 
our EOCH website, www.eoch.org and on our Facebook page.  
 

If you’re not able to join us, please show your support by placing an 
ad in our concert program, or by donating to the scholarship fund. 
Program ad prices are: Full Page $100, Half Page $50, Quarter 
Page/Business Card $25, Patron/Single Line $10. To place an ad, 
please submit your jpeg, pdf or png copy to cmcikowski@aol.com 
or to eochalumnae@gmail.com. Payment should be mailed to: 
EOCH Alumnae Association P.O. Box 4366 Brick, NJ 08723.  The 
deadline for all ads is November 15. 

 

Put this event on your calendar now.  
It’s a show you won’t want to miss!    

 

You have to have a dream to 
have a dream come true! As a 
veteran of Glee Club and the 
Senior Play, Joanne Walukonis 
Cullinane (’74) dreamed of pro-
ducing a concert with EOCH 
alumnae. It turns out she was not 

the only one who thought this was a grand idea. With the blessing and support of the EOCH AA 
board, and with the help of Ted Kociolek, (SHP ’74), the concept of a Christmas Concert took 
shape. In short order, 18 women agreed to participate and adhere to a grueling rehearsal schedule, 
culminating in a truly special performance on Sunday December 4, 2016. More than 200 people 
gathered at Mother Seton Regional High School for an inspiring afternoon of Christmas music. 
The women of EOCH who performed were simply awesome, and special thanks to Joanne and 
Ted for producing this special event. One of the highlights was that Mrs. Yates and members of 
the Yates family attended and enjoyed the accolades of the audience.  

Our Very Successful     
2016 EOCH Alumnae           

Christmas Concert   

Joanne Walukonis Cullinane, Producer,  
Ted Kociolek, Director,   
Kathy Ford  Ludwig, Chairwoman 
 

Mrs Peggy Yates and family 

Above, Class of ‘70  shows  support . 

Sisters of Charity show support......but 
who is the cardboard sister in the old 
habit? 

 Above: 
 Practice  
  makes   
   perfect!   

EOCH/AA  Glee Club Concert 
December 3, 2017     

Thanks to our many wonderful VOLUNTEERS! 

ALL N
EW

 

SHOW
! 
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A  NOTE  OF THANKS  FROM  OUR  2017 

 Caritas Award Winner Mary Anne McDonald, ‘75 
 

the gift keeps giving.  In addition to the way we live our lives as 
individuals, our Alumnae Association continues the giving 
through scholarships for young women in NJ high schools 
served by the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth.  Our scholar-
ships provide these young women with the opportunity to have 
the gifts we had at EOCH – a great education, a strong basis 
for their faith, friendship, teamwork, etc.  – all gifts that will 
help them develop into strong, caring women who make a dif-
ference -  women in the mold of Sr. Eileen and other EOCH 
leaders.  
 

The Caritas award is a great honor and I am truly thankful to 
receive it.  And as thankful as I am for the award, I am ever 
more thankful to be a member of the EOCH community of 
caring, strong women and their teachers, mentors and families.  

Sr. Mary Anne Katlack and the EOCH AA  
Honored at the September 21, 2017 

Mother Seton Regional High School (MSRHS) Gala 

 

Thank you again to my EOCH 
sisters for the 2017 Sr. Eileen 
Bradshaw Caritas Award – what 
a great honor, and I deeply ap-
preciate it.  
 

My memory is that Janice Mar-
tin suggested several years ago 
that we honor EOCH alumnae 
with a Caritas award, and the 
Board agreed to establish this 
annual honor.  At the time 
Janice brought this idea to the 
Board, I had no inkling of how 
it would allow us to learn some 
of the many accomplishments 
of the EOCH ladies.  Every 

young woman who attended EOCH has her own life story, her 
own challenges, her own accomplishments.  Whether or not you 
receive a Caritas award, you know you’ve earned one.   
 

EOCH touched us at a formative stage in our lives, and through us 
it touched our families and friends.  EOCH’s influence continues 
through us in the generations who come after us, our families, our 
colleagues at work, the students we teach, the parishes and com-
munities we are part of, our friends.  Through our  lives, 

Mary Anne McDonald  ‘75 receiving her 
award from President, Mary Boyle Fleck  

Family of Mary Anne McDonald –front row left to right:  Shannon McDonald., 
Grace McDonald,  Mary Anne McDonald, Ellen McDonald O’Loughlin;  
Standing left to right: Joe Benning, Debra Hackett Benning, Bernadette De 
Castro McDonald, John McDonald, Jim McDonald, Stephen O’Loughlin. 

The EOCH Alumnae Association was well 
represented by the 29 women of EOCH who 
attended the gala hosted by Mother Seton 
Regional H.S. A standing ovation greeted Sr. 
Mary Anne Katlack when she was called to the 
podium to receive her recognition and induc-
tion into the MSRHS Hall of Fame.  
 

The EOCH AA was recognized as a friend of 
MSRHS for its ongoing support of young 
women through our scholarships. Accepting 
the award on behalf of our AA, President  

Mary Fleck noted: “To say that our school no 
longer exists would be false because its spirit 
lives on through our alumnae. A school is far 
more than bricks and mortar. In spite of our 
building closing, it is what matters that en-
dures, which is our indelibly imprinted values 
of charity and caritas. By losing our school, we 
forged a new identity and one that will endure 
through the students who benefit from the 
scholarships we provide. That is our legacy.” 
 

Sincere thanks to MSRHS for this recognition. 

Above: Honoree, Sr. Mary Anne Katlack  and 
Mary Boyle Fleck representing the EOCH AA.   
 
 
 

Left: EOCH Alumnae members attending the 
presentation and celebration in Garwood. 
 
 
 

The plaque  Mary Boyle Fleck accepted for us, 
honoring the EOCH AA, will be hung in the 
foyer of Mother Seton Regional High School. 
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The EOCH Alumnae Association’s 20th 
annual All-Class reunion will be held on 
Sunday, April 8, 2018 from 11:30-3:30 p.m. 
at the Sterling Ballroom at the DoubleTree 
by Hilton Hotel Tinton Falls, 700 Hope 

Road, Eatontown, NJ.  Go to: sterlingball-
roomevents.com for directions. 

 
The Association will be honoring the anni-
versaries of the Class of 1968 (50 years), the 
Class of 1973 (45 years), the class of 1978 
(40 years).   Marianne Holler class of ‘77, 
will be presented with the Sr. Eileen Brad-
shaw Caritas Award. 
 
This year’s reunion will once again offer a 
scrumptious brunch featuring continental 
breakfast, omelet station, carving station, 
salads, four buffet entrees, desserts, and 
assorted hot and cold refreshments.  A cash 
bar will be available. 

A number of rooms have been 
reserved at the hotel. The cost is 
$ 114.00 per night, and this 
price is available until March 
6th.  Contact the hotel at (732) 
544-9300 to make a reservation.   
Don’t we all deserve a “Girls’ 
Night Out”?  The reunion is a 
wonderful opportunity to spend 
time with friends and reconnect 
with former classmates.  We, 
Jersey Girls, have fond memo-
ries of our favorite Jersey shore 
beaches and boardwalks, which 
are close by. 
 
Please see page 15 for registration form. 
Register early.  Late registration will be 
charged a higher fee. We guarantee that a 
great time will be had by all who attend! 

All-Class Reunion  2018  at the Shore! 

EOCH Alumnae Association       
 Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award Criteria 

 The Caritas Award is presented to a former student of EOCH who has contributed to making the world a better place through 
“caritas” – the Latin word for charity.  This award is named for our beloved Sr. Eileen Bradshaw, a woman of compassion, wisdom, 
courage and boundless love. 

   

      Eligibility Criteria:        Recipient must have been a student at EOCH. 

      Recipient must be available to accept the award.    
     The award may not be granted posthumously.   
           Unsuccessful nominees may be nominated again in the future. 
 

      Selection Criteria:   Significant contribution of time and talent in giving service to others and/or her community.   

                        (How has this woman served others?)  
    Demonstrable, positive impact on the lives of others.   
                       (Who has benefited from her work and/or life?) 
                   (What has been the impact on others or the community?) 
    An inspirational role model (How has her life and/or work inspired others?) 

Do you know a classmate who exemplifies the best of EOCH  
and is making a difference in the world? 

If so, please tell us about this EOCH woman! 

 
 
 
 
 

Nomination Process 
Any former student of EOCH can submit a nomination for a former classmate. Include the following information:                      
 

Nominee: _________________________________________________________________Year of Graduation ________________ 
 

Nominated by:  _________________________ Phone # __________________ e-mail: ___________________________________ 
 
Nominee's Resume:  Include a resume or a brief biography and describe her background and contributions.     
Award Criteria Narrative: Provide specific, concrete examples of how the nominee meets the Criteria for this award. 

    

 Submit your nomination by June 1, 2018 to:  EOCH Alumnae Association   
       

PO Box 4366, Brick, NJ 08723 or e-mail to eochalumnae@gmail.com 

Sign Up NOW! 

Registration form…. 

 

Denise Nimeth Bellog ‘70, Donna Rossi Gesumaria ‘73, 
and Donna Anzano Faraone ‘73.   

mailto:eochalumnae@gmail.com
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   Mail this form or a copy along with your check or money order to:    
   EOCH Alumnae Association, PO Box 4366, Brick, NJ 08723 

   Class                  Year 

 Sunday April 8, 2018  11:30 am to 3:30 pm 

Sterling Ballroom at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel   700 Hope Rd, Tinton Falls, NJ 

Tickets will be mailed to you before the reunion. 
Please check all that apply: 
    

                                          I will attend the All-Class Reunion on Sunday, April 8, 2018 My check for $50 is enclosed. 

                     Please use this form and register before March  2, 2018.  After this date the fee is $60. 

  My $15 annual dues is enclosed.   Your dues help defray the cost of the newsletter and postage.     

          $ _____________  Total enclosed                                                                                                                                                                                              

I    I am not currently on the EOCH/AA mailing list.  (Include your name and address below.) 

My contact information has changed!  Please note my new:   ___ name ___ mailing address  

               ___phone number  ___ e-mail address below. (No personal contact information will be printed in the newsletter.) 

 

 
 
 

Name ______________________________________           Maiden Name____________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________                                              

City _____________________________________________ State _______________ Zip _______________ 

Home Phone (           )_________________________ Work Phone (            )___________________________ 

Cell Phone (           ) ________________________    E-mail ________________________________________ 

For faculty:  Years taught ___________  Subject(s) ____________________________________________ 
 

Send us your news! Tell us about what is happening  in your life.  Your classmates and friends would love to know!         

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

  Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award Nominee.   Person you recommend _________________________________ 
  Include a detailed letter with a biography of the EOCH graduate who you are nominating.  See page 14 for form.  

 

Please remember to include your dues to help support our association , newsletter and scholarship program.   

Sterlingballroomevents.com 

Our 20th All--Class Reunion and the 60th Anniversary of the founding of our school. 
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EOCH Alumnae Association 
PO Box 4366 
Brick, NJ 08723 

Sunday  February 5, 2018 

Next Meeting of the EOCH  
Alumnae Association 

 
 

ALL ARE INVITED! 
The next meeting of the EOCH AA will be at 1:00 pm on 
Sunday February 4, 2018 at Mother Seton Regional High 
School in Clark, NJ.   
 

All members of the EOCH AA are invited, and Class Reps are 
particularly encouraged to attend.  We will be putting the final 
touches on our 2018 reunion and welcome the input and assis-
tance of all willing volunteers.  Or just come to observe and 
chat! 
 

Directions to Mother Seton Regional HS, Valley Road, Clark, 
NJ.  Take the Garden State Parkway, North or South to exit 135.  
Coming from the South, bear right at the exit and the school is on 
your left.  From the North, go around the circle back under the park-
way then immediately bear right and  the school is on the left. 

 

NEXT ALL CLASS REUNION - April 8, 2018 - SAVE THE DATE AND COME JOIN US! 

 

EOCH Broadway Program Book 
Help support our fundraising efforts for the EOCH AA 
Scholarship Fund.   Program ad prices are: Full Page $100, 
Half Page $50, Quarter Page/Business Card $25, Patron/
Single Line $10. To place an ad, please submit your jpeg copy 
to cmcikowski@aol.com or eochalumnae@gmail.com. Pay-
ment should be mailed to: EOCH Alumnae Association P.O 
Box 4366, Brick, NJ 08723. 

 

The deadline for all ads is November 15. 

Class of 1963  - 55 years 
Class of 1968  - 50 years 
Class of 1973  - 45 years 
Class of 1978  - 40 years 


