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“I have three precious things which I hold fast and prize. The first 
is gentleness; the second is frugality; the third is humility, which 
keeps me from putting myself before others. Be gentle and you 
can be bold; be frugal and you can be liberal; avoid putting your-
self before others and you can become a leader among men.”          

― Lao Tzu 
 

Mary Anne McDonald, the recipient of the 2017 
Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas award, is a gentle, 
humble leader among men and women who has 
dedicated her personal and professional life to 
the service to others. 

After graduating EOCH in 1975, Mary Anne 
obtained her B.S. in Business Administration 
from Seton Hall University (magna cum laude 
1978), J.D. from Seton Hall University Law 
School (cum laude 1981) and an M.S. in Health 
Services Administration from New School for 
Social Research  (1996).  She went on to be-
come an adjunct faculty member at both Seton 
Hall University Law School 
and New School University 
in addition to sitting on the 
advisory boards of both 
these institutions.  

As an attorney in New Jersey for 35 years, Mary Anne has worked 
for Gibbons Law Firm, Kessler Rehabilitation Corporation, Henry 
H. Kessler Foundation, Inc., Stryker Corporation, and Visiting 
Nurse Association Health Group, Inc. In addition, Mary Anne is a 
member of numerous professional associations and has written 
several publications. 

The true heart of Mary Anne McDonald and why she is being 
honored with the Caritas Award is due to her extraordinary body 
of volunteer work. As much as she accomplished through her 
education and professional employment, these are secondary to 
what she has achieved in making this a better world for others. As 
a college student she needed to choose between a career in medi-
cine or a career in law, and in fact, she chose both! After begin-
ning her legal career at Gibbons Law Firm, she chose to represent 
the not-for-profit sector and sought every opportunity to apply 
her legal and healthcare expertise to helping worthy causes. 

Over the years, Mary Anne has dedicated her time and talent to 
numerous civic and charitable activities. Serving as a board mem-
ber for not-for-profit organizations throughout the tristate area, 
Mary Anne truly made a huge difference by providing these  

organizations assistance with corporate and commercial matters 
including grant and funding issues, negotiating with affiliates, con-
ducting presentations and providing general counsel. On several 
of the boards she acted as trustee or president. The organizations 
she has supported over the years include: Prevent Child Abuse - 

New Jersey, Newark, NJ; Center for Home 
Health Development, Princeton, NJ; Hepatitis B 
Foundation, New Hope, PA; Visiting Nurse 
Association of Central Jersey, Inc., Red Bank, 
NJ; VNACJ Health Group, Inc., Red Bank, NJ; 
and SAGE Eldercare, Inc., Summit, NJ. 

Mary Anne recently joined her husband Joe in 
retirement in Spring Lake. Aside from some 
incredible travel adventures, Mary Anne has not 
really retired. She is still active as a trustee for 
the Fr. John Foundation for the Handicapped 
and the Poor in Monmouth Beach. This not-for

-profit organization pro-
vides assistance to the 
handicapped and the 
poor, with a focus on 
assistance to the deaf and 

the work of Roman Catholic churches to meet the spiritual needs 
of the deaf. In addition, she has been past president, and secretary 
to our own East Orange Catholic High School Alumnae Associa-
tion and is currently a trustee. 

Closer to home, Mary Anne is the heart and soul of the McDonald 
and Benning families. She is not boastful and unless you ask a 
friend or family member directly, you will not know the depths to 
which she has assisted her family and friends. Anyone who knows 
Mary Anne has a story to share of how she has showed compas-
sion, shared wisdom, demonstrated courage, and/or displayed 
love. The Jesuits invite us to be men and woman of service to 
others and that we cannot love God unless we love others, espe-
cially the most marginalized among us. We need to actively work 
for justice for all human beings and identify with them as sisters 
and brothers. Mary Anne has made this her life’s work, and is a 
most deserving recipient of the Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas 
Award. 

Sunday April 2, 2017                    11:30 am - 3:30 pm Sterlingballroomevents.com 

Mary anne McDonalD ‘75 

Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award Winner 
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President:   

Mary Boyle Fleck ‘70 
 

Vice President:   

Cathy Leicht Crane ’71 
 

Treasurer:   

Janice Martin ‘66 
 

Secretary:  

Roberta Salvatore ‘72 
 

Faculty Advisor: 
Sr. Mary Anne Katlack 

 
 

1962: 
     Representative needed * 
 
 

1963: MaryAnn Fillion Bulgia 
H: 973-678-6408 
missavon915@msn.com 
 

1964: Charlotte Cikowski 
H: 732-396-9756  
cmcikowski@aol.com 
 

1965: Diane Conforti 
H: 732-219-5059 
 

 

 
Lauretta Guido LaSala 
H: 973-839-8399 
Franklasala@earthlink.net 
 
 

1966: Maureen Farrell Stella 
H: 973-361-1263 
mostella@aol.com 
 
 

1967: Linda Lavitola Kopet 
H: 732-903-6920 
lindakopet@yahoo.com 
 
 

1968: Barbara Ruane Slocum 
H: 973-539-0162 
bruane1@me.com 
 
 

1969: Donna Mariani Feulner 
H: 973-227-0577 
W: 732-396-5976 
sud4chette@verizon.net 
 
 

1970: Patricia  
Tobia Polizzano 
H: 973-731-4615 
ppolizzano@comcast.net 
 

 

 
1971: Andrea Pitrelli Thayer 
H: 973-377-2989 
aptnj@optonline.net 
 

Cathy Leicht Crane 
H: 732-396-9290 
ccrane7085@aol.com 
 

1972:  Roberta Salvatore 
H:732-727-3062 

dmbrms@yahoo.com  

 

1973: Donna  
Rossi Gesumaria 
H: 732-549-5667 
PHARM722@aol.com 
 
 

1974:   Kathy Ford Ludwig  
H: 973-887-3902 
kludwig01@hotmail.com 

 
 

1975: MaryAnne McDonald  
Benning 
H: 732-974-1648 
mmcdonald@hibb.net 
 

 
1976: Amy Vaccaro Ricciardi 
H: 973-325-8642 
MRSAVR@verizon.net 
 

1977: Therese Zink Passione 
H: 973-316-5085 
terrypass@aol.com 
 

1978: Colleen Farrell Ohaus 
H: 201-525-1798 
coldoonie1160@yahoo.com 
 

1979: Lynne Fairbanks 
H: 973-673-6787 
lfairba296@aol.com 
 

1980:  Anne Marie Freda  
732-371-0008     
lanshell@gmail.com   
 
 

1981-1983    
      Representative needed * 
 
 

*If you are willing to get involved, 
please contact  Donna Mariani 
Feulner ‘69 at:  
sud4chette@verizon.net 

Assistance  for this issue:   Writers: Mary Boyle Fleck ‘70, Linda Lavitola Kopet ’67     Class Notes Mary Anne McDonald ‘75, and  Nancy 
Clark ‘69     Editing and Proofing  Mary Boyle Fleck ‘70,     Proofing, printing and mailing Cathy Leicht Crane ‘71,      Layout and Design—
Charlotte Cikowski ‘64   

 

 

CLASS OFFICERS and REPRESENTATIVES   

President’s Message 
Mary Boyle Fleck’70 
 
It’s hard to believe how much time has 
passed since our years at EOCH, and how 
much has filled each of our lives since that 
time. When I graduated in 1970 I naively 
felt that those four years were the most 
important of my life. Well certainly at the 
time that was true! I was fortunate that I 
loved everything about EOCH - the aca-
demic rigor, the Christian values, and most 
especially my many fabulous friends. Now, 
as I look  back, my memory for details about those years has faded, 
but the feeling of gratitude remains. 
 
Now, most of us are transitioning to a new time of life, when we 
have the advantage of maturity and perspective, and perhaps a won-
derful retirement plan! One of my favorite movies, The Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel, is about a group of British retirees who travel to In-
dia with a vision of a life of leisure and luxury. Instead, they find a 
dilapidated hotel and a series of unexpected challenges. Despite 
this, these retirees are each transformed by their shared experiences 
in this exotic place, bolstered by their undiminished capacity for life, 
love, learning and laughter as they adapt to their new reality. In the 
exchange between the two characters played by Judi Dench and 
Maggie Smith they sum up an important perspective on life :  
 
 Evelyn:  “Nothing here has worked out quite as I expected.” 
 Muriel:   “Most things don’t. But sometimes what happens instead 
    is the good stuff.” 
 

 

Each life event , whether positive or difficult, has the capacity to 
transform us -  such as the birth of a grandchild, death of a loved 
one, end of a career, move to a new place, diagnosis of an illness, 
just to name a few. It’s a matter of keeping things in perspective, 
being open to change and growth, and embracing hope. As we age 
and put more years between our days at EOCH and now, my hope 
is that each of us can all find and celebrate “the good stuff” in the 
twists and turns of life.  
 

With sincere best wishes, 
 

Mary Boyle Fleck 

 

Mary Boyle Fleck  ’70 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU  
to our  Special helpers at the EOCH 2016 Reunion….Paige Huntley, 
granddaughter of Cathy Leicht Crane and Paige’s cousin Kirsten Winters. 

mailto:cmcikowski@aol.com
mailto:Franklasala@earthlink.net
mailto:mostella@aol.com
mailto:thekopets@msn.com
mailto:b.ruane@worldnet.att.net
mailto:aptnj@aol.com
mailto:PHARM722@aol.com
mailto:mmcdonald@kessler-rehab.com
mailto:mmcdonald@kessler-rehab.com
mailto:terrypass@aol.com
mailto:coldoonie1160@yahoo.com
mailto:coldoonie1160@yahoo.com
mailto:lfairba296@aol.com
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Notices for In Memoriam may be sent to any of the officers, class reps or EOCHALUMNAE@gmail.com 

Mary Ellen Ax Caldwell   ‘65 
Kathleen DelGuercio    ‘65 
Patricia Jamieson Thomas  ‘66 
Catherine McLoughlin Arnold   ‘66 
Maureen Riordan Makris   '68,  sister of Kathleen Riordan '69,  Betty Ann Riordan '72,  
             Eileen Riordan '73,   cousin of  Anne Cosgrove Kane '63, and  
             Kathleen Cosgrove Dees (deceased) '65. 
Joanne Saporita Veon   ‘69 
Joanne Diveny Garifo     ’69   sister of Mary Diveny Loftus ‘77 
Janis Morgan Krause    ‘70  
Mary Angela Scerbo Boyer   '75    
Valerie Ruscitto    ‘76   niece of Regina Magliacane Baretta ‘72   
             cousin of Lisa Maglicane Hanson ‘76 
Rita Candelieri Costanza   ‘77 
Andrea Clark    ‘78 
Madalyn Spada    ‘78  
Sr. Francis Joannes  Faculty     Taught English, Religion, World Literature, Alumnae Association  ‘58-’67 
Gail Wagner Flannery   Faculty     formerly Sr. Mary Julius, taught English   

In Memoriam     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

  
 
 
 
 

Madeline Guido  mother of   Loretta Guido La Sala ‘65 
Arthur Ridsdale   father of   Marilyn Ridsdale Morris ‘65 
Sean Cassels         son of   Mary Foley Cassels ‘66 
Gertrude Legge  mother of   Chris Legge Clarizio ‘66 
James F Adams   father of   Susan Adams Crandall  '68 
Joseph Nimeth   father of   Denise Nimeth Bellog ‘70 
Anna Balsamo mother of   Maureen Balsamo Mould ‘70 
Mary Dittman     mother of   Sally Dittman Moona ‘71 
John Odgers        brother of   Pam Odgers Micchelli '71 
Betty Gonnella    mother of   Donna Gonnella Keefe '71 
Bob Hochman     husband of  Mary Singer Hochman ‘71 

Mary Dittman            mother of  Sally Dittman Moona ‘71 
          Patricia Dittman Riegler ‘72 
Anthony Marrazzo  father of   Susan Marrazzo DiVincenzo ‘72. 
Anna Welsh mother of   Diane Welsh Sparno ‘72  
         Patricia Welsh Becker ‘74 
Robert F. Cruitt    father of   Patricia Cruitt Kwasnik ‘72  
         Joanne Cruitt Cedrone 74,   
         Barbara Cruitt Singer ‘77 
Joan Baumann      mother of   Dorothy Baumann ’72,  
            Cathy Baumann Kropaczek ‘75  
         Martha Baumann '77 
Sherri Sterling  life partner of  Eileen Riordan '73 
Robert Shoonmaker husband of  Mary Beth Hickey ’74  
Franklyn Grosso father of   Kathryn Grosso Sturni ‘74,   
                 Minette Grosso McKenna ‘77 (dec) 
Carmela Cardinale  mother of   Joan Cardinale  ’74 
Walter Eustachewich father of   Donna Eustachewich Zarra ‘74,  
          Karen Eustachewich Hayes ‘77  
          Cindy Eustachewich Dudsak ‘80 
Mary Leber mother of   Terry Leber Frail ‘74  
 aunt of   Yvonne Leber Marchese ‘74 
Dominick Mattia  husband of  Donna Milici Mattia ‘79 
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EOCH  SCHOLARSHIPS:  Making a Difference for the Future 

 
 

Donations … Want to do more?     
 

All donations to the EOCH Alumnae Association 
Scholarship Fund will be gratefully accepted and 
acknowledged. Contributions are completely tax-
deductible.  
 
Mail to: EOCH AA,  
PO Box 62, Montville, NJ 07045-0062  

 

From Immaculate Conception High School, 
Montclair 
 

You cannot imagine how grateful we are for the support of the 
East Orange Catholic High School Alumnae Association.  As 
you know, Immaculate Conception High School found itself in 
a difficult position and had to fight to survive in the summer of 
2014.  We are proud to say that we have gone from 118 stu-
dents at that time to 183 students this year, thanks to your sup-
port. We hope to continue this growth in the tradition of the 
Sisters of Charity.  

I remember clearly the wonderful 
school that was East Orange Catho-
lic High School. Your generous sup-
port of our mission at Immaculate 
Conception allows the legacy of 
EOCH to continue.  

With sincere appreciation, 

Celia Triggs Honohan 

President 

Immaculate Conception High School 

 

From St. Vincent Academy, Newark 
 

The remarkable women who make up the East Orange Catholic 
Alumnae Association are a source of pride to all of us who are 
connected by education or vocation to the Sisters of Charity of 
Saint Elizabeth.  Your members’ commitment to Catholic educa-
tion as provided by the Congregation is truly wonderful. 
 

As we have in previous years, we have added your gift to our 
Sister Eileen Bradshaw Scholarship Fund, which today provides 
tuition assistance to ten young women.  We continue to receive 
contributions to Sister Eileen’s fund from her friends and family 
and from many SVA alumnae for whom she was a memorable 
teacher, counselor and friend. 
 

You are truly helping to provide 
worthy young women today with the 
same very valuable academic and life 
lessons that shaped each of you. 
 

With gratitude, 
Sr. June Favata 
Administrative Director 

A personal note from Sr. Jacquelyn Balasia, Co-
Principal  of Mother Seton Regional High School  
 
Thank you for this wonderful and generous donation for 
our girls!  We are so very grateful to you for your con-
tinuing support of our mission!  We are so blessed have 
Sr. Mary Anne here with us!  May God shower all of you 
and your families with abundant blessings 

 
 

From Mother Seton Regional  
High School, Clark 
 

Your extremely generous donation of 
$5,000.00 to Mother Seton Regional High 
School is so truly appreciated.  The schol-
arship money you have so selflessly given, 
has become a living reflection of what you 

remember and celebrate about the positive impact the Sisters of 
Charity had on each one of you.  Your commitment to Catholic 
Education for young women is evidenced so beautifully through 
this donation. 
 

Over the years, the students of Mother Seton have been nurtured 
with the support and commitment of devoted parents, dedicated 
teachers, grateful alumnae, and the generosity of our benefactors.  
Your gift will ensure that this legacy of education, empowering and 
inspiring young women will continue to flourish well into the fu-
ture.  You are an integral part of our Mother Seton community and 
we are grateful for your generosity and loyalty to our school. 
 

As an alumna of Mother Seton myself, I understand the beautiful 
gift of the top notch education I was blessed with.  Thank you for 
remembering all of the students who still roam “these halls of truth 
and knowledge”, receiving that same excellent level of education.  
  

Please know that these young women pray for all of our benefac-
tors in our daily intentions, and at all of our liturgies.  You, the 
Alumnae of East Orange Catholic High School, are among our 
greatest gifts! 
 

With all of my gratitude , love and prayers on behalf of our Co-
Principals, Faculty, Staff and Students of Mother Seton High 
School, 
 

Mrs. Laura Marie Olden-Flammin  
Director of Development 

Keep in touch! 
             Follow us on Facebook: 

 
 

Have a question, information to share, 
A change of address? 

 
Write to us on Facebook or send us an email at 

 

EOCHALUMNAE@gmail.com 

East Orange Catholic High School Alumnae 
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Class of 1963       

Class of 1964    

Class Notes 

Class of 1965  
 

Virginia Knof Raub and her husband celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary in April 2016. 
 

Claire Becht White has retired as a nurse manager in the ICU unit 
at Chilton Hospital.  She and her husband of 45 years (Ken) are 
enjoying their 6 grandchildren:  Kenzi (13), Connor (7), Giana (5), 
Noelle (4), Sophie (2) and Sarah (under 1). 
 

Judy Nichol White celebrated her daughter Lauren’s wedding on 
June 4, 2016, and then cruised to Jamaica, Haiti and Mexico in July.  
 

Gail Fuchs Seely and her husband Mark celebrated their 45th 
wedding anniversary with family and friends on August 14th.  In 
July they visited with a pen pal she began writing to in the 60s.  
They spent two weeks near Liverpool with the pen pal and her 
family, arriving in time to surprise her for her 70th birthday party.  
Several EOCH classmates corresponded with friends of hers, and 
all found pen pals through a Liverpool newspaper ad in a Mersey 
Beat column.  Mark and Gail are both retired and traveling the US 
and anywhere they can, as often as they can.  They have 3 grand-
children, who live within ten minutes of them.  

Class of 1962     
 

Mary Ann Martin Birch writes that in the fall of 2015 she and 
her husband took the trip of a lifetime.  They spent 6 weeks cov-
ering over 20,000 miles, stopping wherever they chose.   While 
they traveled they saw 3 islands in the Hawaiian chain, the north-
ern and southern islands of New Zealand, and the east Coast of 
Australia from Melbourne to the Great Barrier Reef.   
 

Elizabeth Gagen Harbison has retired from work and is enjoy-
ing her grandchildren; Gena (sophomore at Temple), Catherine (a 
freshman on a full scholarship to Villa Vittoria Academy), Mary 
(sixth-grader at St. Gregory Academy), and Tommy (one year old).  

 

 

Diana Russo Quinn  and her husband were recently blessed with 
two granddaughters. 
Madelyn was born on 
her birthday, May 9, 
which was the best pre-
sent.  Maddie  joins her 
sister Mackenzie (3). 
Siena was born on June 
13.   She joins her  sister 
Keira (6) and  brother 
Carter (3).    Diana now 
has five grandchil-
dren who keep her very 
busy and she is enjoying 
every minute of it.  

Three EOCH Fillion 
sisters at our 2016 
reunion!   Madelyn 
Fillion Howlett ‘64, 
Mary-Ann Fillion 
Bulgia ‘63 and Denise Fillion Korczukowski ‘66 

Linda Palmarozza and Terri 
Siecienski (EOCH Class of 62) 
met for lunch at Brio in Quaker-
bridge Mall. They would like to 
connect with more of their 
EOCH classmates for lunch 
in the near future.  

 
 

 

BUY EOCH STUFF! 

B 

A 

A.   EOCH TOTE…..$5.00 
 

B. EOCH dark blue T-shirt with 
        collar and blue  EOCH logo. 
         M ,L, XL, XXL....$30.00                                                                                       
 

C. EOCH light blue/grey t-shirt  
       with white trim on collar and 
        EOCH logo in white.  
         M ,L, XL, XXL…$30.00 

C 

 

Name   __________________________________________________________   
 
Address  _________________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________   State ______   Zip __________ 

        Item:                            Price     Quantity   Size       Total         
A. Tote Bag………….…... $  5.00    ___     _____   $_____ 
B. Dark Blue T-shirt ……. $30.00    ___     _____   $_____ 
C. Light Blue T-shirt …….$30.00    ___     _____   $_____ 
       

 Check or Money Order TOTAL   Amount $_________ enclosed  

Send to:  EOCH Alumnae Association, 
P.O. Box  62,  Montville, NJ 07045-0062 

ORDER 

      F
ORM 
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Patti-Sue Beirne Rolak enjoys 5 grandchildren who keep her 
busy.  She serves on the Board of Directors of Warren County 
Habitat for Humanity and is co-chair (with her husband John) of 
the Family Selection Committee.  Patti has also been a member of 
the Warren Garden Club for the past 10 years, and enjoys floral 
design and garden-related trips.  She and John hope to return to 
Ireland in October 2016 to connect again with family they met in 
2006 and 2013.   
 

Barbara (Bobbie) Cordasco Gambelli is currently the Chair of 
Teacher Certification at Georgian Court University, and an 
Associate Professor in the School of Education at Georgian 
Court University.  
 

Gloria DelGiudice Chamberlin is working 3 days each week 
as a paralegal/legal assistant at Saiber LLC in Florham Park, 
NJ.  She enjoys spending her free time with her grandchildren, 
Chloe and Anthony.   
 

Betty Jo Cappuccino Brechka enjoys seeing her 4 grandchil-
dren (ages 4-11) as much as possible and is glad they all live in 
NJ.  She is having fun reconnecting with friends on Facebook 
and getting together throughout the year.   
 

 
 

Belle Gallagher Pullano has been married to her husband Gregg 
for 41 years (they met in California on vacation), and they have 3 
children (Jessica, Nick and Mike) and 1 grandchild (Grace, who 
turned 1 in March).  Belle moved to California in 1973 and worked 
in the cardio-thoracic ICU and intermediate ICU of Stanford Uni-
versity until her retirement in 2012.  She was privileged to witness 

many innovations in the field including early 
heart transplants and the first heart-lung trans-
plant.   
 

Mary Keegan Sidell is an RN, working 2 days 
each week in cardiac rehab.  In her spare time 
she is involved in her 7 grandchildren’s sports 
and other activities; her grandchildren (5 boys, 2 
girls) range in age from 4 to 11.  Mary is travel-
ling when possible, and went to Greece last year 
and Costa Rica in January 2016.   
 

Jacqueline Mianowski Cierech and her hus-
band Tom are enjoying retirement, travelling, 
and hobbies.  Their daughter Brenda just 
bought a townhome and their son Arden just 

opened a new deli called Jersey Pride Deli & Catering.   
 

Pat Marsh Boublis retired in 2012 from the Borough of Saddle 
River after 26 years of service.  She and her husband of 42 years 
have 2 sons; Peter and his wife Florissa live in McKinney TX with 
their son Luke (age 5), and Danny and his wife Randi live in Hobo-
ken NJ with their daughter Madison (age 2).  Pat’s mother passed 
away in December 2014 at the age of 94.  Pat sends Happy 50th 
Anniversary greetings to the Class of 1966! 
 

Peggy O’Neill Russo is enjoying retirement and family; 
she and her husband Tom have 4 children (Andy, Matt, 
Mike and Missy) and 3 grandchildren who all live nearby.  
Peggy and Tom rejoice in their family and enjoy travel-
ing.  
 

Marguerite Roche Pizzi is enjoying quilting, knitting 
and golf, as well as her 6 grandchildren! 
 

Barbara Schaedel Burke writes that, like so many, she 
is still trying to put her life back together after Super 
Storm Sandy, and she is thankful for the many informa-
tive support groups and her three wonderful children.   
 

Phyllis Caldiero Parisi and her husband Ben are enjoy-
ing life in an adult community, where they are members 
of the Italian/American Club and participate in activities 
that celebrate their heritage.  For their 40th wedding anni  
versary, Phyllis and Ben took a cruise to Italy, Greece   

                 and Malta.   

 
 

Arlene Barrows Meyers is a real estate agent with Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services, and serves on the NJ Governor’s Advi-
sory Committee to the Office of Volunteerism and Community 
Services.  She and her husband Mike live in Plumstead, NJ; they 
have 2 sons (Michael and Ray) and a daughter (Shannon) and 9 
grandchildren (ages 5-15) who are the light of their lives.   

1966 

Class of 1966    50th Anniversary 
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 Linda McNichol Donnelly is the Municipal Clerk 
and Registrar in the Township of Springfield, where 
she works with Nancy Van DeMark Treiber (class 
of 1970).  In her spare time, she and her husband 
Bob are kept busy with their grandchildren (Johnny, 
age 10; Annie, age 8; Brendan, age 7; Grace, age 6; 
and Tommy, age 5) and their 2 granddogs (Marty 
and Archie).  Linda does volunteer work in Spring-
field helping organize the Memorial Day Parade and 
Veterans’ Day ceremonies.   
 

Barbara McNichol Kostenko has recently retired 
after 35 years of teaching elementary school, and she 
loves being retired from full-time teaching!  To 
celebrate, Barbara took a land/water cruise to 
Alaska.  Barbara works part time for the 
Ronetco Shop-Rite stores in their Young Con-
sumer Program.  Barbara has 3 wonderful sons 
(Jim, Billy and Kevin) and 2 delightful grand-
children (Matilda, age 4 and Wyatt, age 2).  
 

Eileen O’Reilly Hurley is busy teaching third 
grade in Elizabeth. She is happy to have many 
fond memories of EOCH and all the great girls 
who went to EOCH! 
 

Barbara Mercadante Gervasio retired from 
35 years of teaching in 2008.  She resides in 
Convent Station where she has lived 
since getting married to Anthony 32 
years ago.   They have 3 sons and 8 
beautiful grandchildren.  Barbara 
loves to garden, read, eat and play 
with her grandkids.  Her sister Jo-
anne, a Marylawn graduate, and her 
granddaughter live nearby.  Bar-
bara’s mother (age 92) is living with 
her and remembers many of the 
EOCH ladies very well! 
 

Frances Russo Stangoth has been 
retired for the last decade, after 
working 25+ years in the pharma-
ceutical industry.  Her marriage of over 40 years has given 
her a daughter and a son, who have blessed her with 6 
beautiful grandchildren (4 boys, 2 girls).  She frequents 
many of their activities and vacations with them often.  
Frances is fortunate to be able to have the time now to 
enjoy her family and watch the little ones  grow and 
achieve each milestone.   
 

Monica “Sue” Morahan Paradise is happily married to 
her husband of 18 years, Bob Hugus, and enjoys travelling 
when the opportunity presents itself.  In addition to 3 chil-
dren from her prior marriage, Sue has 3 stepchildren and 

13 grandchildren.  Sue 
is a broker/sales rep-
resentative for Re-
max/Bay Point.    
 

Kathyann Clark lives in the 
mountains of Northwest NJ in 
a house from 1850, and teach-
es at Sussex Community Col-
lege in the Early Childhood 
and English Departments.  
 

 

 
 

Pat Sweeney Henry lives in Brooklyn with her husband, where 
she works as a judge while enjoying her 4 grandchildren.  A re-
newed interest in classical piano is a source of great satisfaction to 
Pat.  
Phyllis Tondo Carlucci and her husband Bill are celebrating their 
45th wedding anniversary this year; they have 2 children and 2 
grandchildren. 

1966 

1966 
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 Class of 1969        
 

Patricia Kluss 
Heilman was 
awarded Professor 
Emeritus status 
from Indiana Uni-
versity of Pennsyl-
vania and its De-
partment of Journal-
ism, where she worked for 39 years.  Two of Patricia’s former stu-
dents have won the Pulitzer Prize in journalism.   

Class of 1968        
 

Grace Flannery Kerrigan and her hus-
band Tom welcomed their first grandchild 
(Melanie Mary) on April 18, 2015; she is 
the daughter of Tim Jr. and his wife Lisa.  
Melanie is beautiful, healthy and a joy to 
all.  
Mary Ann Cianci Cebula retired from Stafford Township 
Schools in 2013.  Although she has had her share of severe health 
issues, through prayer and support of family and friends, she is 
doing better and playing with her grandchildren (Katherine Mary, 
4 years old and Brian Chase, 2 years old), which always gives her a 
great big smile.  
 

Alicia Zipp continues to work as a bookkeeper, actor, environ-
mental educator, yoga teacher and community activist; her 24-
year old son is now a programmer.  Alicia suggests “Let’s have a 
shout out to Pope Francis!” 

 

 

Class of 1970  
 

Maria Chieco Dyer is living a new life of gratitude 
and renewed faith after a life threatening diagnosis, 
surgery, extensive hospitalization and chemotherapy.  
“Feeling blessed with the support of family and 
friends.  The Resurrection has taken a new meaning.  
God is good and all is well!”   

Margaret Reddington Maybe and her husband be-
came first-time grandparents to Hannah June on 
March 11, 2015 (when she was born to their daughter-
in-law and son), and they find her to be a joy and 

blessing, especially when they are able to babysit and watch her 
grow!  Margaret’s daughter and son in law celebrated their first 
wedding anniversary in December 2015 with a visit to Ireland.  

 Janis Antonucci Burrus lives in Tuckerton, NJ and is tech-
nically retiring from teaching and planning to work as a volunteer 
“diplomat." She has 2 wonderful sons, 2 wonderful daughters-in-
law, and a precious grandson. To this day, she has fond memories 
about good friends and teachers from EOCH. 

Anna Callouri Holcombe lives in Gainesville, Florida and is a 
Professor of Art/Ceramics at the University of Florida. She has a 
wonderful son who lives and works in Chicago. She travels exten-
sively for her research and pleasure including to China and parts 
of Europe. She’s hoping for our 50th reunion to be around a holi-
day or summer vacation! 

Andrea Grillo lives in Randolph, NJ pursuing her love of visual 
artistry and poetry. She voluntarily transitioned out of work as a 
landscape designer and farmer/nurserywoman/grower of trees 
(for 40 years) to pursue her passion for visual art. Life is both 
wonder-full and difficult. Just trying to do the best I can and stay 
focused in abundance vs. scarcity. So far so good! As in life and 
art: Explore, Express and Enjoy! Visit her art website: 
www.andrearosegrillo.com; www.awoodlandrose.wordpress.com 
for poetry and musings.  

Maureen Hart McCandless lives in New Providence, NJ and 
devotes time babysitting 2 little grandchildren. Like everyone else 
in our age group, she has experienced losses, but also enjoyed get-
togethers with members of the family and extended family. She 
feels grateful for the strong moral and educational foundation 
received at EOCH, which set her direction in life and helped her 
face life's challenges. 

Pauline D'Arcy Nicosia lives in Wall Township, NJ and works 
for the Judiciary in Toms River. She’s a grandmother to 2 
beautiful children. A daughter will be getting married next year in 
Ireland and another daughter just opened her own Irish Dancing 
School called The D'Arcy School of Irish Dance in honor of her 
parents! She’s alive and healthy!! 

Mary Lukowiak Paparazzo lives in Verona and Ortley Beach, 
NJ, and works as a Dental Hygienist in Montclair. She has 2 won-
derful sons, John Anthony and Stephen and is married to Es-
sexman John Paparazzo for 41 years. She has always considered 
the education received at EOCH a gift.   

Patti Dunn Fried lives in Marblehead, MA. She retired from the 
MA Department of Public Health in 2010 where she was a Social 
Worker and State Surveyor/Complaint Manager. She now con-
sults for attorneys litigating cases against nursing homes. After 30 
years in MA, she is considering moving back to Jersey, possibly to 
the shore and would love to hear from classmates who live down 
the shore to see how they like it   

Class of 1967        

Sylvia Arzapalo MacGregor and her husband Jim will celebrate 
their 37th anniversary this year.  They have a daughter (Tracy 
Heald), a son (Corey) and 4 beautiful grandchildren (2 girls and 2 
boys) with whom she loves spending time.  Sylvia retired from cor-
porate America 10 years ago; she held many positions over the 
years with her main career being a computer programmer and sys-
tem analyst.  Sylvia is currently self-employed and celebrates 10 
years as a small business owner (an independent Mary Kay Beauty 
Consultant and Advanced Color Consultant).  Sylvia loves travel, 
wine tasting, cooking, gardening, crocheting, spending time with 
friends and enjoying life 
 

Margaret Regan Rizzolo lives in an adult community in Red 
Bank, with her “very feisty” Mom, who will be 90 this year.  Marga-
ret babysits for her 2 year old grandson every other Tuesday, and 
travels to California twice a year to visit her 7 year old grandson.  
Margaret has reconnected with her EOCH classmates Linda Lavito-
la Kopet, Sylvia Arzapalo MacGregor and Pam Schott, who are all 
looking forward to celebrating their 50th reunion in 2017.   



9  

 

Class of 1970 continued.... 

Jan Luzzi lives in Northampton, MA. and has a Medical 
Massage Practice, seeing 20+ clients a week and 
celebrating 28 years in her work. Her adopted son Kyle 
attends Bard College, NY. She is blessed with her partner 
Jane. Life is good: Have courage and carry on! 

Michele Pepe lives in Canton, Georgia and works as an 
AVP of Claims for a large Insurance Company. She 
hopes to retire shortly and begin traveling the country.          

Class of 1971        45th Anniversary 
 

Judy Cappuccino Maccaferri and her husband Ed have been 
married for 35 years and have 2 children; their son is a newly-
married mechanical engineer (he and his wife reside in Erie, PA); 
their daughter graduated from Johnson & Wales with a degree in 
Hospitality Management and works for AAA and the Hilton in 
Plymouth, MA.  Judy has lived in Plymouth MA since 1975, when 
she graduated from Stonehill College and took a teaching job in 
Plymouth.  Judy retired from teaching middle school English and 
reading in 2013, and started her own business as a wellness coach 
with Herbalife International; she runs online weight loss challeng-
es with coaches from all over the USA (www.igetweightloss.com).   

AnneMarie Gasalberti Chestermon is a Recreational Therapist 
for 27 years at Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation and is a board 
member of NJ Committee for Recreation Individuals with Disabil-
ities.  Her son Ryan works for Press Gainey. Her  younger son 
Jason  completed his BS in Nursing in 2015  with a BS from 
Montclair State in 2012.  Her husband Gary is retired.       

Diana Cerrato Sefchik has been working at Seton Hall teaching 
ESL Certification classes and is adjunct  faculty at Raritan Valley 
Community College. She is also Director of ESL Pre-K to 12, 
World Language and Academic Support in North Plainfield 
School District.      

Nancy Manzella Minneci taught at Essex County Vocational 
High School for 39 years, and since her retirement she has been 
appointed to serve on the Boards of Union Township’s Recreation 
Department, Senior Citizen Center, Drug Alliance and Township 
Library.  Nancy is happy in this new phase of her life but misses 
teaching.                                                                                    

Barbara Curren Heiser writes that she has been married 41 years 
and has 3 children (Chris, Don and Colleen).  She taught 8th grade 
Algebra and Pre-Algebra at Hanover Township until her retire-
ment in 2013; previously she was an 8th grade team leader and area 
coordinator (k-8) for math at Memorial Jun-
ior School.  Barbara’s husband Chris worked 
in law enforcement for 31 years before his 
retirement, and now works for Verizon in 
security management…..Continued on p.10 

Class of 1970 continued....      

Colleen McCormack Thomas teaches 8th grade English at 
Sandwich STEM Academy. Her 3 children have careers in public 
service. One is a 911 dispatcher for Barnstable County MA; one a 
firefighter/EMT; and one a clinical therapist working with 
troubled kids and adults. She’s not ready to retire and still loves 
working with adolescent learners.  Would Sister Grace be 
astonished?!             

Maureen Brennan Heston lives in Ogdensburg, NJ and teaches 
kindergarten. She has three wonderful children and three 
granddaughters. One daughter in Boston is working as a social 
worker. Another daughter in Virginia  is a nurse practitioner and 
mom of three little girls; and her son, is an aspiring jazz musician 
and keeps her busy on weekends. Do what your heart tells you to 
do. No regrets!             

Paula Di Roma Luongo lives in Ortley Beach, NJ and Coral 
Springs, FL. She travels extensively and will go back to New 
Zealand and Singapore next year. She was affected by Superstorm 
Sandy and is in the house elevation phase. Her husband is a 
retired Anesthesiologist. The years have been good! She would 
like to do a reunion at the Jersey shore one summer.            

Megan Carr has been living in San Antonio TX since 2009. Last 
year she married William Nichols, the youngest child of EOCH 
Librarian Marianne Nichols. She is a Senior Technical Specialist 
for Travelers Insurance. She serves on the board of the San Anto-
nio Feral Cat Coalition and is deeply involved in animal rescue 
issues, and has her own 5 dogs and 11 cats plus whatever fosters 
come along. Her daughter lives in San Diego and her son in Phila-
delphia.              

Patricia Ann (Carollo) Ostrout lives in North Stonington, CT 
where she teaches Middle School Math. She entered teaching as a 
"third " career choice about 23 years ago and has loved it ever 
since.  She’s been married for 38 years, has 2 wonderful children, 
and a 2 year old grandson.   She left NJ for Virginia and then 
moved to Connecticut about 19 years ago. She hopes to retire in a 
few years to Florida.                      continued………...  

http://www.igetweightloss.com)
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Class of 1973          

Karen Johnson Crook lost her 
mother Anna in August 2013.  
Her  daughter, Victoria was mar-
ried in October 2015 to Chris 
Gallucci after 8 years together. 
Her son Max, is working for the 
ASPCA in Manhattan and lives in 
Brooklyn.   

Patricia Browne Bednar is 
Medical Director for Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia Surgery Center in Voorhees, N.J. She is 
active with the NJ State Society of Anesthesiologist, elected to 
Director of NJSSA Board of Directors.   

Robin Tamburello Collin  recently retired from the field of Rec-
reation Management in West Hartford, CT.  She has one daughter 
age 20 who is a professional ballerina in Atlanta.  

Ellen Bansemer writes that both of her sons are married to won-
derful daughters-in-law, and both are buying houses this year.  
Ellen and Kevin love to visit friends in Florida and Illinois – their 
motto is “have car, will travel!” 

Class of 1972      

Paula Visco Kenah has 3 children Matt 27, Jamie and David 26 
and one grandson 5 years old. She has been an instructional aide 
at Valleyview Middle School, Denville for 15 years and is an advi-
sor to the school’s Builders Club. 

Diana Forte works at NJID (a day program for disabled adults) 
and loves every day of it.  Her daughter Jen is a phlebotomist at 
Community Medical Center in Toms River.  Diana never remar-
ried but lives with her wonderful boyfriend of 23 years.   

Nancy Conlan Vetrini  has worked as a Registered Dental Hy-
gienist for 36 years.  She remains happily married for 41 years to 
Joe; they have 2 wonderful daughters and a grandson Oliver, and 
were looking forward to the arrival of  another grandchild in May 
2016.     

Carol Henderson is Deputy Chief of the Criminal Appeals Bu-
reau in the Division of Criminal Justice, and this year was named 
“Professional Lawyer of the Year” by the Mercer County Bar 
Association.               Contined…… 

Class of 1971 continued…. 

Susan Hickman Tramaglini is happily retired at “DE” beach.  

Debbie Freda Gallo’s daughter Gianna graduated Summa Cum 
Laude in May 2015 from University with her Masters of Science in 
Homeland Security and currently works at  PSE&G in Newark in 
their Homeland Security Department.  

Kathleen Parisi Weber is devastated by the loss of her son but 
has found happiness and strength living in Wildwood Crest. She 
thanks her parents and EOCH for direction in her life.   

Teri Doran is a member of the Board of Trustees for Hemophilia 
Association in NJ.   

Debbie Meehan Brown has been blessed with 2 granddaughters 
ages 5 and 10 who live on the west coast. 

Barbara Tobia Armstrong was happy to attend her 4th reunion.  

Kathyanne Roche Held lives on Carolina Beach, an island in 
North Carolina.  Kathyanne graduated from Kean University in 
1974 as an art major and art educator; she taught in California and 
ran a summer camp on Catalina Island.  Kathyanne taught art in 
Brick Township until her retirement.  In 1994 Kathyanne married 
Alan Held, Jeanne Sweetra Held’s brother-in-law.  They operate a 
sailing charter business  in Sailwilmington, NC and sail on the 
Cape Fear River in Wilmington (Alan is Captain and Kathyanne is 
1st Mate).  Kathyanne is also a sculptor.  She and Alan belong to 
Unity Church, where they teach 5-6 year olds one Sunday per 
month.  

Class of 1972 continued… 

Dolores Urban is the Sr. Administrative Assistant at Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals, and is contemplating retirement.  Her daughter 
Kate has been promoted to VP, Human Resources at her compa-
ny, and Dolores is very proud of her!  Dolores writes that her 7 
brothers and sisters are more and more a joy as they all grow older.  
Dolores’ dog Dierks (a pug) keeps her very active.   

Mary Vassallo Christoforo and her husband John became grand-
parents in April 2015, and couldn’t be happier with Enzo Moyer, 
who is doing fine after arriving 10 weeks early. 

Nancy Tucker Datrio retired on 11/4/15 from PSE&G after 35 
years of service.     

Roberta M. Salvatore  retired after 34 years at JCP&L and is 
looking forward to travelling.   

Donna Butler retired from Hackensack UMC Mountainside Hos-
pital after 38 years.  

Donna Freda Dwyre loves spending time with husband Terry and 
her 13 nieces and nephews with 2 sets of twins!                

Regina Magliacane Barletta  is a Graphic Designer at B&L 
Printing in Hillsborough, NJ.  She is celebrating her 35th anniver-
sary with her husband Ron.   

Vicki Moore Robertson has one child who is currently attending 
college.  
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 Class of 1975    

Class of 1974                   

Patti Raabe Stryker is involved with the Moose Fraternity in 
Ocean County.  A big welcome is extended to EOCH Alum who 
might be interested in joining. The Moose Fraternity provide great 
support to the local communities. There are Lodges/Chapters all 
over the US. Patti is presently on the Board of Officers as 
Jr.Regent for the Women of the Moose Chapter 1248 in Seaside 
Heights. 

Marge Palmieri Musumeci writes that her son Matthew is mar-
ried and she has a new granddaughter Isabella. Marge is still work-
ing in Human Resources at GSK outside Philadelphia. Her daugh-
ter, Meredith booked her first TV 
gig on Animal Planet and filmed a 
trailer for HBO. Marge’s husband 
Jim is teaching Cooking at Main-
Line Adult School. 

Josie Bongiovanni Wagner was 
happy to attend the reunion and 
hopes to attend next year as well. 
She extends congratulations to the 
60 year celebrants.     

Class of 1976                45th Anniversary   
 

Veronica Ciuba Data has been married to her husband Edward 
for 33 years, their daughter Danielle graduated from Rutgers in 
2014, and attended the College of St. Elizabeth pursuing her Mas-
ters in Dietetics and Nutrition graduating in May 2016.  Veronica 
has worked 12 years for Sanofi Pharmaceutical Company in Bridge-
water heading the Messaging and Mobility Team for the Americas .  

Betty Ann DeVries Albanese is subbing in Catholic grammar 
schools. Her daughter will be graduating from college this year and 
plans to teach high school.   

Sandra Meo is a drug counselor for 7 years in Union County. Her 
son Anthony is 20 years old.  She is a Vice President of MASH a 
support group for those suffering the loss of a primary relationship. 

Joanne Franchino Iacovo is married with three children (2 girls 
and a boy), and is about to become a grandmother of twins (a boy 
and a girl)! 

Class of 1976 continued… 

Cecelia Bassani DeNoia has been married to Marty for 37 
years; their daughter Lisa resides and works in Virginia Beach, 
and their son Stephen and daughter-in-law Courtney are both 
active duty in the US Navy and will soon be stationed together in 
Norfolk, VA.  Cecelia is self-employed and offers bookkeeping 
services to several small companies.  She enjoys spending time 
with her family and friends, and traveling.  She is a member of 
the Allaire Women’s Club, and has become quite passionate 
about her new hobbies – quilting and sewing.  

Maria Connie Forgione Domicolo recently moved into a new 
home in Whippany after living in Little Falls for over 19 years.  
Maria wrote earlier this year that she was very excited for the 
June wedding of her son Andrew to his lovely fiancé Christine.   

Patricia Rush and her husband Glenn of 33 years graduated 
from Rutgers in 1980 and are both working in the insurance in-
dustry.  Their favorite hobbies are hiking, scuba and training their 
hunting dogs.  Their son Kevin a 2014 graduate of Berklee Col-
lege of Music in Boston and is a guitarist and song writer.   

Linda Holler Travers has been married to her high-school 
sweetheart for 37 years and they have 3 married daughters and 4 
wonderful grandchildren (Caelin, age 11; Kyle, age 8; Carter, age 
5 and Alex, 5 months).  Linda is a General Assistant at Windsor 
Oaks Elementary in Virginia Beach.  She and her husband love to 
travel at any opportunity.   

LeAnn Jensen has been married for 30 years to Kevin Burns, 
and they have 3 adult children (Kevin, Kristen and Roy).  LeAnn 
is a certified health coach and works with Developmentally Disa-
bled Adults (over the age of 21).  She also works on a Relay 
Team for the Fight against Cancer.  LeAnn’s interests include 
watercolor painting, photography, arts and crafts, fun, walking 
and hiking 

Elizabeth Mulling Mango has started a new position as Execu-
tive Assistant to the President of Save Ellis Island.  SEI raises 
funds for the rehabilitation. restoration and renovation of the 
South Side of Ellis Island which includes the hospital complex, 
morgue, pharmacy, kitchen, laundry 
and recreation areas.  Liz said it is 
very exciting to be part of this his-
torical national monument.    Hard 
hat tours of this portion of the is-
land are available. Please go to:   
http://www.saveellisisland.org/  

.Class of 1978       

Cynthia Gerard Thompson is 
married and has a daughter who is a 
competitive cheerleader and dancer. She also has a dog named 
CoCo. After 23 years in management at one hospital, she changed 
jobs and now works in a Hospice Dept., very rewarding! 

http://www.saveellisisland.org/
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 Karen Purnell McColgan   
 

Mrs. McColgan was the sophomore guidance counselor from 
1969-72. She and her husband moved to Atlanta in 1972, though 
in her heart she will always be a Jersey girl. She still meets Laurie 
Sedicino (class of ‘72) for lunch a few 
times a year. She was a remedial reading 
specialist for many years until she adopted 
her son Jonathan, who is now 30 years old 
and lives in Falls Church, VA.  She is a 
three time grandmother. Despite some 
health issues, she is doing well and feeling 
lucky. 
 

Karen Purnell McColgan 
Atlanta, GA       kmamamcclogan@aol.com 
 

 
 

 

Sister Gloria O'Brien 
 

Sister Gloria  taught math (freshmen alge-
bra and junior pre-calculus) and freshmen 
religion at EOCH from 1968 to 1972. In 
addition, she was the moderator for the 
National Honor Society.  Over the years 
she has taught high school math at a few 
high schools (encountering daughters of 
EOCH alumnae along the way) and then 
served as a principal at two high schools. 
Presently, she is an adjunct instructor in 
math at Kean University.  

Class of 1980 

Class of 1979 

FACULTY CORNER    

Class of 1981 continued…. 

Roberta Miles retired in June 2014 from Verizon Communica-
tions after 27 years of dedicated service, in order to provide care to 
her mother and to pursue part 2 of her career in the non-profit 
sector.  Roberta is currently the Director of Operations with the 
Donald M. Payne, Sr. Global Foundation, and she finds this posi-
tion extremely rewarding.    

Annette Nappi DiPaolo has been married for 25 years, and has a 
beautiful daughter Julianna who is a senior at Nutley High and 
getting ready to enter college.  Annette has worked for the past 12 
years in administration in the NJ Transit Police Chief’s Office.  
Annette’s best friends over the past 39 years have been several of 
her EOCH colleagues – Dana Walicky, Roseann Ianco, Maribeth Hood 
and Sharon Socolowski! .   

Class of 1981 
 

Carol Belock has been employed with GAF for 5 years.  Her 
daughter Brittany is a special education teacher, and her son 
Thomas has been in the U.S. Navy for 4 years. He is currently on 
deployment in the Persian Gulf and returning to the U.S. 
in September 2016.   

Dana Walicky is a legal assistant at a law firm in Morris-
town.  She loves to travel and spend time with family and 
friends.  She dotes on her nieces and nephews (ranging in 
age from 18 to 26) and loves the fact that they still like 
hanging out with their aunt.  Dana remains friends with 
Annette Nappi DePaolo, Sharon Socolowski Muzeni, Roseann 
Ianco DePasquale and Maribeth Hood Giuliano from the class 
of 1981. 

Carla Hollinger has 3 children and 2 grandchildren.  She 
is a full-time Curriculum Specialist, and a part time Direct 
Care Counselor with the Division of Developmental Disa-
bilities.   

Renee Folsom Mengistab is a teacher, and in her spare 
time enjoys carpentry, line dancing and technology.   

My Dear EOCH Alumnae Association, 

How good to hear that my simple Religion Classes, 
from 1964-1969, are “not forgotten, but rather 
treasured,” after more than 50 years.  WOW! 

My ministry has been served in parishes in New-
ark, Nutley, and Bloomfield, and as Pastor in the 
Ironbound area, and St. Agnes, Clark.  I retired in 
2000, sharing time in Garwood and Roselle Park 
parishes.  Better judgement had me take up resi-
dence in my home in Manahawkin at the Jersey 
Shore, where I celebrate Mass at the local parish of St. Mary of the 
Pines. 

When Winter beats at my bungalow I am the “snow bird” who en-
joys warmer months in Pompano Beach, Florida.  For at least ten 
years I have been guest chaplain aboard several cruise ships (such 
as Celebrity, Silversea, and Princess Lines). 

Very often when I think of the students at EOCH and realize that if I 
am 82-years old now, they have to be collecting Social Security.   
EOCH certainly was to my benefit meeting intelligent, and most im-
portantly faithful disciples of Our Lord Jesus.  However, one thing I 
found confusing—which color uniform was which class?         The 
musicals, under direction of Mr. Yates, were the best.  I also give 
thanks for the dedicated faculty, religious and lay teachers, that were 
truly examples par excellence.  

I send my priestly blessing to all of you:  May you and your loved 
ones, have good health, peace, and freedom from distress and unnecessary 
worry. 
 

In Christ Jesus, Father Gene Marcone 

 Father Gene Marcone 
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A NOTE OF THANKS FROM OUR 2016 

 Caritas Award Winner Donna Freda Dwyre ‘72 

 

Back in the late 1940’s/early 1950’s Rose Cardillo Magli-
cane and Anne Conlon Ford met while working at Brick 
Church Buick in East Orange and became friends. They 
went on to marry and have children. They did keep in 
touch over the years but for some reason never discussed 
where their daughters went to high school.  
 

Fast forward 60 years later when Rose and Anne’s daugh-
ters Lisa Maglicane Hanson ‘76 and Kathy Ford Lud-
wig ‘74 discovered each other on the EOCH Facebook 
site and begin corresponding. At the reunion in April 2016 
both Lisa and Kathy attended and met for the first time.   
 

To honor the moment and their moms’ memories they 
asked an alum walking by to take their picture. And who 
took the picture for them? Charlotte Cikowski ’64 who 
also happened to be Lisa’s teacher at Blessed Sacrament in 
EO.  

Classmates, Nancy Maglione Bale, Nancy Conlan Vetrini, Vicki Moore Robertson, 
Laurie Sedicino, Donna Freda Dwyre and Patrice Brady Kirkinis pose for a special 
picture at the reunion.  Donna was the winner of the 2016 Caritas Award. 

Donna Freda Dwyre accepting her 
award from Mary Boyle Fleck, president 
of the EOCHAA. 

To the Alumnae of EOCH, 
 

With appreciation and reflection on receiving the 2016 Sister Ei-
leen Bradshaw Caritas Award, I’d like to say thank you again, espe-
cially to those classmates involved in my nomination and recogni-
tion, and to those in attendance on April 3 at the 18th Annual All 
Class Reunion. How special I felt that day; everyone was so gra-
cious with kind words and praise. 
 

As special events often do, the time went too quickly. The excite-
ment in the room was certainly contagious, and again a thumbs up 
to the Class of 1966 with over 70 alumnae in attendance. They 
have raised the bar for future participation in our All Year Reunion 
gatherings. 
 

My words to the group that day were heartfelt.  They emphasized 
the strong foundation that began during my four years at EOCH 
and the privilege of attending an all-female school. This included 
developing and understanding the strength of friendship and rela-
tionships, and what true commitment of oneself meant to me.  

My involvement in Student Council and other school activities 
became an example of positive energy to work with others in a 
positive way.  The belief in our faith showed me the importance of 
generosity and giving back to others, which has carried into my 
adult life personally and in my community. 
 

My health challenges as a 23 year (two-time diagnosed) breast can-
cer survivor has helped me look at the world and situations from a 
different view. I was forced to learn about being a warrior inside 
myself, thinking of survival, and yet a samaritan to support others 
who are afflicted with illness, especially breast cancer. 
 

I am moved by how much we have to offer one another and the 
power of prayer. The power of prayer and communication has 
become evident from the EOCH Facebook page as an avenue to 
keep in touch with one another and share our joys and sorrows 
together. This all reflects the enduring resilience of the connection 
we women learned from our days spent at EOCH.  
 

Thank you,     
      Donna Freda Dwyre,   Class of 1972 

Two Generations … 
            

          Isn’t life full of amazing little coincidences?  
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The EOCH Alumnae Association’s 19th 
annual All-Class reunion will be held on 
Sunday, April 2, 2017 from 11:30-3:30 p.m. 
at the Sterling Ballroom at the DoubleTree 
by Hilton Hotel Tinton Falls, 700 Hope 

Road, Eatontown, NJ.  Go to: sterlingball-
roomevents.com for directions. 

The Association will be honoring the anni-
versaries of the Class of 1967 (50 years), the 
Class of 1972 (45 years), the class of 1977 
(40 years) and the class of 1982 (35 years). 
Mary Anne McDonald, Class of ‘75 will be 
presented with the Sr. Eileen Bradshaw 
Caritas Award. 

This year’s reunion will once again offer a 
scrumptious brunch featuring continental 
breakfast, omelet station, carving station, 
salads, four buffet entrees, desserts, and 
assorted hot and cold refreshments. Each 
adult will receive a complimentary Mimosa 
toast. A cash bar is also available. 

A number of rooms have been reserved at 
the hotel. The cost is $ 119.00 per night, 
and are available until March 1st. Contact 
the hotel at (732) 544-9300 to make a reser-
vation.   Don’t we all deserve a “Girls’ 
Night Out”? 

The reunion is a wonderful opportunity to 
spend time with friends and reconnect with 
former classmates.  We, Jersey Girls, have 
fond memories of our favorite Jersey shore 
beaches and boardwalks, which are close 
by. 

Please see page 15 for registration form. 
Register early. Late registration will be 
charged a higher fee. We want everyone to 
enjoy the day without overcrowding or meal 
shortages. 

All-Class Reunion  2017 at the Jersey Shore! 

EOCH Alumnae Association       
 Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award Criteria 

 The Caritas Award is presented to a former student of EOCH who has contributed to making the world a better place through 
“caritas” – the Latin word for charity.  This award is named for our beloved Sr. Eileen Bradshaw, a woman of compassion, wisdom, 
courage and boundless love. 

   

      Eligibility Criteria:        Recipient must have been a student at EOCH. 

      Recipient must be available to accept the award.    
     The award may not be granted posthumously.   
           Unsuccessful nominees may be nominated again in the future. 
 

      Selection Criteria:   Significant contribution of time and talent in giving service to others and/or her community.   

                        (How has this woman served others?)  
    Demonstrable, positive impact on the lives of others.   
                       (Who has benefited from her work and/or life?) 
                   (What has been the impact on others or the community?) 
    An inspirational role model (How has her life and/or work inspired others?) 

Do you know a classmate who exemplifies the best of EOCH  
and is making a difference in the world? 

If so, please tell us about this EOCH woman! 

 
 
 
 
 

Nomination Process 
Any former student of EOCH can submit a nomination for a former classmate. Include the following information:                      
 

Nominee: _________________________________________________________________Year of Graduation ________________ 
 

Nominated by:  _________________________ Phone # __________________ e-mail: ___________________________________ 
 
Nominee's Resume:  Include a resume or a brief biography and describe her background and contributions.     
Award Criteria Narrative: Provide specific, concrete examples of how the nominee meets the Criteria for this award. 

    

 Submit your nomination by June 1, 2017 to:  EOCH Alumnae Association   
       

PO Box 62,   Montville, NJ 07045-0062    or e-mail to eochalumnae@gmail.com 

Sign Up NOW! 

Registration form…. 

Always faithful attendees, Sr. Patricia Beaumont  
(Sr. Daniel Margaret) and Sr. Mary Anne Katlack  
at the Spring 2016 Reunion. 

mailto:eochalumnae@gmail.com
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   Mail this form or a copy along with your check or money order to:    
   EOCH Alumnae Association, PO Box 62, Montville, NJ 07045-0062 

   Class                  Year 

 Sunday April 2, 2017  11:30 am  to  3:30 pm 

Sterling Ballroom at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel   700 Hope Rd, Tinton Falls, NJ 

Tickets will be mailed to you before the reunion  
Please check all that apply: 
    

                                          I will attend the All-Class Reunion on Sunday, April 2, 2017 My check for $50 is enclosed. 

                     Please use this form and register before March  2, 2017.  After this date the fee is $60 

  My $15 annual dues is enclosed   Your dues help defray the cost of the newsletter and postage.      

         $ _____________  Total enclosed                                                                                                                                                                                              

I    I am not currently on the EOCH/AA mailing list.  (Include your name and address below.) 

My contact information has changed!  Please note my new:   ___ name ___ mailing address  

               ___phone number  ___ e-mail address below. (No personal contact information will be printed in the newsletter.) 

 

 
 
 

Name ______________________________________           Maiden Name____________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________                                              

City _____________________________________________ State _______________ Zip _______________ 

Home Phone (           )_________________________ Work Phone (            )___________________________ 

Cell Phone (           ) ________________________    E-mail ________________________________________ 

For faculty:  Years taught ___________  Subject(s) ____________________________________________ 
 

Send us your news! Tell us about what is happening  in your life.  Your classmates and friends would love to know!         

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

  Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award Nominee.   Person you recommend _________________________________ 
       Include a detailed letter with a biography of the EOCH graduate who you are nominating.  See page  14        

Sterlingballroomevents.com 
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EOCH Alumnae Association 
PO Box 62 
Montville, NJ 07045-0062 

Sunday 
February 5, 2017 

Next Meeting  
of the EOCH  

Alumnae Association 
 
 
 
 

 
ALL ARE INVITED! 

 

The next meeting of the EOCH AA 
will be at 1:00 pm on Sunday February 
5, 2017 at Mother Seton Regional High 
School in Clark, NJ.   
 

All members of the EOCH AA are 
invited, and Class Reps are particularly 
encouraged to attend.  We will be put-
ting the final touches on our 2017 reun-
ion and welcome the input and assis-
tance of all willing volunteers.  Or just 
come to observe and chat! 
 

Directions to Mother Seton Regional 
HS, Valley Road, Clark, NJ.  Take the 
Garden State Parkway, North or South to 
exit 135.  Coming from the South, bear 
right at the exit and the school is on your 
left.  From the North, go around the circle 
back under the parkway then immediately 
bear right and  the school is on the left. 

 

NEXT ALL CLASS REUNION - April 2, 2017 - SAVE THE DATE AND COME JOIN US! 

 

 

Sunday, December 4, 2016  at  3:00 p.m.  
Mother Seton Regional High School, Clark, NJ 

SAVE THE DATE!   PLAN TO ATTEND! 

EOCH ALUMNAE Christmas Concert 

Christmas Concert Program Book 
 

Help support our fundraising efforts for the EOCH AA Scholarship Fund.  
Be included in the Christmas Concert Program by becoming  a patron (name or one  

line) $10.00 or taking out a business card size ad  for $25.00.  For larger ads or  
questions email us.  Send ad art to: eochalumnae@gmail.com 

 

Send patron or business card information  
with payment by November 20, 2016 to:  

 
 

EOCH Alumnae Association 
Mother Seton  Regional H.S.   
1 Valley Rd  Clark, NJ 07066 

Class of 1962                   55 years 
Class of 1967                50 years 

Class of 1972          45 years 
Class of 1977    40 years 

 

A special concert benefitting our Scholarship Fund! 
Bring family and friends to enjoy a performance of our favorite EOCH Glee Club Christmas  

Concert songs!  All are invited.  Pay at the door: $10.00.  Children under 12 free. 
  

If you are interested in performing or helping out, it is not too late to sign up!   

 Contact Joann Walukonis Cullinane via Facebook  or eochalumnae@gmail.com 
 

All meetings and rehearsals will be held at Mother Seton RHS in Clark.    

Rehearsals will be from 7:00—9:00 p.m.  Tuesdays 

October 25 first meeting, receive music. November 1, November 8, November 15  November 29 


