
   

 

Volume 16                     The Newsletter of the East Orange Catholic High School Alumnae Association                     Fall 2014 

  
 

17th EOCH All-Class Reunion 

We are delighted to announce that the 
2015 Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award 
is bestowed upon Cecilia “Cece” Cun-
ningham.  Cece has been a committed 
educator for 45 years, inspired by her for-
mer mentor and sponsor, Sr. Eileen.  Cece 
is passionate about empowering under-
served students and their educators, and 
has become a national leader in secondary 
education reform in the US.   
 

Cece began her career in education as a 
math teacher, and then became the Princi-
pal of Middle College High School in 
Queens, NY (an innovative school com-
mitted to meeting the needs of its at-risk 
students).  In the course of her tenure at 
Middle College, Cece worked with  
colleges to establish a curriculum and 
programs to increase high-school gradua-
tion rates and college-going rates.  The 
success of Middle College under Cece’s 
leadership led to a significant expansion 
of the educational model to other schools, 
supported by significant funding from 
major charities.  The impact of Cece’s 
approach to education and her focus on 
the partnership between high schools and   

colleges has influenced the academic suc-
cess of students in hundreds of schools.   
 

Cece has received recognition for her 
work from many sources, including the 
Harold W. McGraw Jr. Prize in Educa-
tion, that was awarded to Cece in 2004 
based on her “cutting-edge innovations 
and far-reaching impact on student 
achievement and teacher effectiveness”. 
Typical of her generous nature, Cece 
shared the cash prize with Sr. Eileen Brad-
shaw to honor her and to support her 
work with under-served students.   
 

Cece has inspired, taught and enabled a 
generation of teachers and school leaders 
to make college a real opportunity for 
their at-risk students.  Her work has 
helped those educators to succeed in their 
mission by making success in life a reality 
for their students.   
 

The extensive and enduring positive im-
pact of Cece’s service to others makes her 
another example of Charity in Action, and 
a truly worthy recipient of the Caritas 
Award.  Congratulations to Cece! 

The Power of Education to Change Lives 
 

Cece Cunningham Class of 1965  

EOCH 2015 

 

Sr. Eileen Bradshaw  

 

Caritas Award Winner 

Note the Time!               

11:30-3:30      

Registration  Form  page 15—Sign up now! 

The Hanover Manor  
16 Eagle Rock Ave  East Hanover, NJ 07936 

(973) 887-2682     www.thehanovermanor.com 

Volunteer  Needed! 
Reunion Photographer   

 

Requirements:  A good camera, a steady 
hand, ability to gather people together.   
Family or friends can help.  Need not be a 
professional.  Please respond by February 
1, 2015 to eochalumnae@gmail.com  

      Free brunch at the reunion! 
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In Memoriam     
  

 
Carol Monahan Caufield        Class of 1964                Georgianne Brown Weiss              Class of 1967 
Rosemary Dzana Mulligan          Class of 1965                Renee Villanova Brink                  Class of 1973      
Maureen McFarland Skinner     Class of 1966                Giovanna Colabelli Finelli            Class of 1974 
Patty McColgan Roche                Class of 1967        
Barbara Meserlin Kuklinski        Class of 1969  Sister-in-law of Dianne Camisa Meserlin    Class of 1964 
 

 
 
 

 Agnes Kebernik                   Mother of  Elizabeth Kebernik Kubicz ’64                    
         Angelica Gruppuso    Mother of  MaryJane Gruppuso ’67                              
         Theresa Delano          Mother of  Patricia Delano Pellegrino ’69                   
         James Kirwin            Father of   Shawn Kirwin ’69                                       
         Angelina Morra         Mother of  Patricia Morra Piegaro ’71             
         Albert Piegaro           Father-in-Law of Patricia Morra Piegaro ’71            
                     William Tufariello                          Father of   Mary Ann Tufariello Ayers ‘72    
                   Michael and Kathryn Byrnes      Parents of  Kathryn Byrnes ’73             
         Louis Pannucci               Father of   Elaine Pannucci Comer ‘73    
         Angeline Morra   Mother of  Elaine Morra Aiello ‘74     
         Peter Rossi                 Father of   Cynthia Rossi Sullivan ’75                           

Notices for In Memoriam may be sent to any of the officers, class reps or  EOCHALUMNAE@gmail.com 

  

Assistance  for this issue: Writers:  Mary Anne McDonald ‘75,  Mary Boyle Fleck ‘70,  Sr. Mary Anne Katlack,    Class Notes—
Ellen Williams ‘69,   Editing and Proofing— Donna Mariani Feulner ‘69,  Layout and Design—Charlotte Cikowski ‘64,  Printing 
and Mailing— Cathy Leicht Crane ‘71. 

 
 

A letter from our President…. 
 
Greetings Ladies of EOCH, 
 
As another year comes to a close I can’t help but think back on 
what an interesting and exciting year we had in 2014. Whether it 
was local, national or international it seemed we jumped from 
one crazy situation to the next. Not so long ago it seemed our 
lives were so much simpler. 
 
Which brings me to thinking about our wildly enjoyable reunion. 
Every year when I attend the EOCH reunion I revert to being a 
teenager once more without any of the responsibilities of adult-
hood. The various issues that impact me on a daily basis includ-
ing but not limited to the economy, the weather (37 wet degrees 
in October), familial responsibilities and health matters are elimi-
nated momentarily. I am a seventeen year old again and spending 
time with my friends and the world and how I knew it to be 
when I was young. I have come to appreciate the feeling that 
each reunion brings back that sense of youthful joy and happi-
ness and to treasure it.  
 
My thanks to all who helped make the 2014 reunion a success.  
And to all the women who traveled far and near to join us this 
year.  Congratulations again to our  Caristas Award winner Sheila 
Lenihan Walsh who shared her wonderful recollections of  
 

 

EOCH and the sisters who had an amazing impact on her life. 
 
Now it is time to start thinking about next year and the 2015 
EOCH reunion. It will be on Sunday April 12, 2015 at the Hano-
ver Manor from 11:30 to 3:30. We hope you all can attend and 
look forward to seeing you. 
 
I would like to end with the beautiful poem that Sheila shared 
with us from Beannacht by John O’Donohue: 
 
 

“May the nourishment of the earth be yours, 
may the clarity of light be yours, 
may the fluency of the ocean be yours, 
may the protection of the ancestors be yours. 
And so may a slow 
wind work these words 
of love around you, 
an invisible cloak 
to mind your life.” 
 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy 
Christmas season. May 2015 be an ever 
better year than 2014.  
 
Kind Regards, 

Kathy Ford Ludwig 
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Sister Miriam Teresa Demjanovich 
A Sister of Charity of St. Elizabeth    

Beatified October 4, 2014 
The first Beatification in 
the United States took 

place at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart  in Newark, NJ on October 4, 2014.   
The Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth and 
many hundreds of people came together to 
honor Sr. Miriam Teresa Demjanovich. 
 
Sister Miriam was only 26 years old when 
she died in 1927, but in her short lifetime 
she showed the depth of her love of God 
and the Blessed Trinity.   

 

She was born in Bayonne and grew up in 
the Byzantine Ruthenian Rite of the Catho-
lic Church.  This rite is one of 23 rites that 
make up the Catholic Church throughout 
the world.  Sister Miriam never officially 
changed to the Roman Rite.   
 
Miriam lived in a devote Carpathian Ruysn 
family, from Slovakia, the youngest of seven 
children.  She attended the public schools in 
Bayonne and graduated high school as her 
class salutatorian.  She cared for her sick 
mother after high school  and worked at 
home.  After her mother died her family 
wanted her to attend college to use the gifts 
of her intellect.  She attended the College of 
St. Elizabeth and graduated in 1922.  

 
Miriam wanted to enter the Carmelite Sis-
ters but because of poor eyesight she would 
not be able to do the work of the sisters in 
that order.   So she taught high school for a 
year until her father became ill and she 
stayed home to care for him.  She prayed to 
discern her vocation and after her father’s  
death she entered the Sisters of Charity in 
1925. 
 
Sr. Miriam taught at the Academy of St. 
Elizabeth during part of her second year of 
formation.   Her great devotion to the  
Trinity and her understanding of the nature 
of holiness led her confessor to ask her to 
write a series of conferences on the spiritual 
life now known as Greater Perfection.  It 
was not until after her death  in 1927 that 
her fellow novices were told who had actu-
ally written the series. 
 
As her holiness and mystical experiences 
became known, the cause for her canoniza-
tion was formally started in 1946.  
 In 1960, a young boy with macular degen-
eration was told he would lose his sight.  
The Sisters at St. Anastasia School in 
Teaneck gave him and his mother a relic of 
Sr. Miriam and they prayed for her interces-
sion.  He was cured and a miracle was final-
ly declared.   
 
After many years of praying and documen-
tation,  Sr. Miriam was named Venerable in 
2012 and  was ultimately beatified in 2014.   
 
At the Beatification ceremony, the first to 
be held in the United States, the Sisters of 
Charity filed into the Cathedral Basilica in 
Newark to the sounds of the organ and 
choir to hon-
or one of 
their own. 
 
 
For more infor-
mation contact 
the Sr. Miriam 
Teresa League 
of Prayer, PO 
Box 276, Con-
vent Station, 
NJ 07961 or 
visit the web-
site   
SCNJ.org. 

Sr. Miriam Teresa is seen 
by many as a sign of the 

unity and diversity of the 
Eastern and Western Rites 

of the Catholic Church. 

 
The 16th annual  EOCH All-Class Reun-
ion was a resounding success!! One hun-
dred eighty women gathered at the Gran 
Centurions in Clark, NJ to celebrate the 
past and look to the future.   We all 
enjoyed a delightful buffet brunch while 
catching up on news and celebrating the 
special anniversary years of the classes 
of 1964 (50th), 1969 (45th), 1974 (40th) 
and 1979 (35th). This year bragging 
rights for participation were accord-
ed the class of 1974 which had the larg-
est turnout with 37 women.  However, 
the class of 1964 made it a challeng-
ing race with a very close runner-up 
with 33 women.   As a reminder we 
must acknowledge that the class of 1970   
holds the record for the largest turnout 
ever (40+ attendees).   
 
The reunion was a beehive of activity 
with all the talking, laughing and partak-
ing of a delicious meal. The tables were 
arranged by class with balloons and 
place cards steering the women to their 
respective classmates. EOCH clothing 
was on sale and we were able to add 
to our scholarship fund. The four hours 
went by swiftly yet there was time 
enough for renewing old acquaintances 
and making new ones.   
 
The  Caritas awardee Sheila Lenihan 
Walsh ‘65 shared her experiences and 
thoughts with us about her days at 
EOCH and how it affected her life’s 
choices and paths.  She ended her talk 
with a beautiful poem called Beannacht   
written by the famous Irish poet 
John O’Donohue.  
 
We look forward to our next reunion in 
2015 and anticipate another great turn-
out.   
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1962: Kathleen Crotty 
H: 609-771-9792  
kcrotty1@comcast.net 

 
1963: MaryAnn Fillion Bulgia 
H: 973-678-6408 
missavon915@msn.com 
 
1964: Charlotte Cikowski 
H: 732-396-9756  
cmcikowski@aol.com 
 
1965: Diane Conforti 
H: 732-219-5059 
 
Lauretta Guido LaSala 
H: 973-839-8399 
Franklasala@earthlink.net 
 
1966: Maureen Farrell Stella 
H: 973-361-1263 
mostella@aol.com 
 
1967: Linda Lavitola Kopet 
H: 732-903-6920 
lindakopet@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 

1968: Barbara Ruane 
H: 973-539-0162 
b.ruane@worldnet.att.net 
 
1969: Donna Mariani Feulner 
H: 973-227-0577 
W: 732-396-5976 
sud4chette@verizon.net 
 
1970: Patricia Tobia Polizzano 
H: 973-731-4615 
ppolizzano@comcast.net 
 
1971: Andrea Pitrelli Thayer 
H: 973-377-2989 
aptnj@optonline.net 
 
Cathy Leicht Crane 
H: 732-396-9290 
ccrane7085@aol.com 
 
1972:  Roberta Salvatore 
H:732-727-3062 
Rsalvatore@firstenergycorp.com 
 
1973: Donna Rossi Gesumaria 
H: 732-549-5667 
PHARM722@aol.com 

1974:   Kathy Ford Ludwig  
H: 973-887-3902 
kludwig01@hotmail.com 

 

1975: MaryAnne McDonald  
Benning 
H: 908-277-1142 
mmcdonald@movaymetrics.com 
 
1976: Amy Vaccaro Ricciardi 
H: 973-325-8642 
MRSAVR@verizon.net 
 
1977: Therese Zink Passione 
H: 973-316-5085 
terrypass@aol.com 
 
1978: Colleen Farrell Ohaus 
H: 201-525-1798 
coldoonie1160@yahoo.com 
 
1979: Lynne Fairbanks 
H: 973-673-6787 
lfairba296@aol.com 
 
1980:  Anne Marie Freda  
732-371-0008     
lanshell@gmail.com   
 

 
1981-1983    
EOCHALUMNAE@gmail.com 

 

EOCH Memories …..  and Two Reunions in 2014      

 
 

7 Members of the Class of 1964  
Celebrated two 50th’s this year 
 

Fifty years ago seven members of the class of 1964 
joined the Sisters of Charity in Convent Station, NJ.    
The total number entering that year was 58.   
 
This past August they were able to celebrate their spe-
cial Band of Sisterhood with 38 other members of the 
group.  They keep in touch mostly by emails and try to 
get together whenever they can.   

Charlotte  

Martha  

Joan  M ary Alice  

Mary Ellen  

Eileen  

Helen  

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 

Seated:  Mary Ellen, Mary Alice 
Standing: Joan, Charlotte, Helen, Eileen, Martha 
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EOCH  SCHOLARSHIPS:  News from the Students and Schools  

Donations ……  Want to do more?    All donations to the  
scholarship fund will be gratefully accepted and are completely tax-deductible. 

From Saint Vincent Academy, 
Newark 
 
We are once again so very grateful to you and our sister 
alumnae from East Orange Catholic for your continued 
support of our school.  The amazing generosity of the asso-
ciation has enabled you to increase your scholarship amount 
and this is a wonderful thing! 
 
Sister Eileen’s scholarship fund continues to grow with gifts 
from family, alumnae and friends, and there are several 
young women benefiting from the fund here today.  We try 
very hard to choose the scholarship recipients whom Sister 
Eileen would have chosen, because their need is the great-
est.  In so doing, Sister Eileen will continue to inspire young 
women here in Newark for many years to come. 
 
Please express our gratitude to everyone who has made this 
gift possible.  You are truly a blessing to us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Sister June Favata 
Administrative Director 

This Sisters of Charity High School 
celebrated 50 years in 2014.  The all 
girl school has continued to be an 
outstanding  institute of learning and 
achievement for young women. 

Immaculate Conception High School Montclair 

From Mother Seton Regional High School, 
Clark 
 
Dear Alumnae of East Orange Catholic, 
 
Thank you so much for your generous scholar-
ship in the amount of $4,000.  We have used this 
money toward the tuition of four of our students 
who are greatly in need of financial assistance.  
Your kindness is greatly appreciated! 
 
 Please convey our deep gratitude to all involved.  
We really appreciate all that you,  your Board members and your 
faithful alumnae are doing for Mother Seton students.  Know 
that you and your families are in our prayers and thoughts daily. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Sister Jacquelyn Balasia 
Administrative Team 

 
 
 

Mother Seton HS  
Celebrates 50th  
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Class of 1962     
 

Mary Ann Martin Birch was not able  to attend the 2014 reun-
ion due to babysitting in Falls Church, VA that weekend. Her 26 
year old son Gregory works for a film production company in 
NYC.  

Class of 1964  - 50th Anniversary   
 
 

Elizabeth Kebernik Kubicz is a free-lance interpreter…
Maryanne McMahon Guterl writes, “All the best to my class-
mates from 50 years ago!”… Maria Kole Heider and her husband 
of 43 years, Bill, have three daughters and five grandchildren. She 
is an active Tea Party member in the Delaware County, PA Patri-
ots organization. She is  concerned about Obamacare, Common 
Core Standards, and the economy….Eileen Kelly O’Leary 
moved to Cleveland in December 2013 (“working my way back to 
the east coast”) after 27 years in a converted “pump” house in 
Michigan. Her daughter Oona works at “Second City” theatre in 
Chicago….Barbara Goodhand Ruszala and her husband  Steve 
celebrated their 44th wedding anniversary in May 2014. Her volun-
teer activities include: Eucharistic Minister and Lector, Wilming-
ton, NC public school volunteer and volunteer at the St. Mary – 
Teleston Outreach …Barbara Unger had two family weddings in 
2014; daughter Bevin Elizabeth married Dr. J. Doulning in New-
port, RI in June and son Randy ( Roland Albert III) married J. 
Cassidy in September in Bristol, RI…Lois Jackyra Paul and her 
husband became grandparents for the first time in December 
2013. Son Brian and his wife Sandra are parents of daughter Leah. 
The baptism, celebrated at their family church in Canada, was the 
same weekend as our 2014 reunion. Lois writes, “Sorry to be miss-
ing seeing dear friends and classmates” (see picture page 14)
….Dianne Camisa Meserlin volunteers at Sisters Academy in 
Asbury Park, a school for girls ages 10 to 14 taught by Sisters of 
Mercy. She also volunteers at Tim McLoone’s Holiday Express. 
She and her husband are very involved with their 12 grandchildren, 
and enjoy skiing and golfing.   

Class of 1965  
 
 

…Joyce Valickas is Expert Clinical Manager of the Oncology 
Drug Development Department of Novartis Pharmaceuticals 
Corporation…… Lauretta Guido La Sala is retired….Claire 
Brecht White retired as an ICU Nurse Manager from Chilton 
Medical Center in 2010. She and her husband of 42 years, Ken, 
have 4 children and 5 grandchildren: Kenzi (11), Connor (5), 
Gianna (4), Noelle (2), and Sophie (6 months). She writes, “Our 
house in Green Pond is for sale. Any interest?” 

Class of 1963 
 
Cathy Boland Corcoran  has been retired 
5 years from A&P Tea Company.  She has 
been married for 47 years and recently 
moved to West Caldwell. She  has 2 sons 
and 5 grandchildren. She and her husband 
spent Christmas with family in Disney. Re-
flecting on her EOCH 50th reunion, she 
writes, “I enjoyed meeting up with my 
classmates. How fortunate I feel to have 
reached that milestone.” 
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Class of 1970 
 

Virginia Werner shares with us her words “I am blessed”…. 
Mary Boyle Fleck is the Director of Education and Programs at 
Good Grief, Morristown. Her husband George retired on Janu-
ary 21, 2014, after 41 years of employment at Prudential in New-
ark; she is looking forward to continuing their travels…..Gloria 
Capik, still a Francophile, enjoys reading, cooking, traveling, wire
-haired dachshunds and food.  She is Marketing Director at Pau-
list Press. She and her husband Vasyl Zak have been married for 
38 years. Her son Peter (27) began law school  Fall 2014 and will 
be getting married in January 2015.  …. Mary Lou Connolly 
Dopart is a volunteer nurse for the American Red Cross. She is 
Community Manager for the Global User Group Community of 
the Oracle Corporation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class of 1966        
 

… Mary Keegan Sidell 
has been working for 45 
years as a nurse in Cardi-
ac Rehab at Eastern 
Maine Medical Center in 
Bangor. She writes, “My 
fall 2013 trip to Venice, 
Italy whetted my appetite 
for more travel.” Her 
“busy family” includes 3 
daughters and 7 grand-
children (5 boys, 2 girls) 
under 9 years old. 

Class of 1968 
 

Ellen Catterall D’Amato 
has been enjoying the college 
search with her son, Alex. 
She works as a school psy-
chologist in the field of de-
velopmental disabilities. She 
completed coursework at 
Douglass College and is do-
ing Early Intervention at 

Children’s Specialized Hospital….Grace Flannery Kerrigan and 
her husband Tim traveled to Hawaii and Ireland in 2013. While 
she was 10 votes shy of winning a seat on the Caldwell Town 
Council, Grace considers her campaign a great experience. Grace 
volunteers at her church and community food banks. Oldest son 
Tim and his wife Lisa, both practicing attorneys, returned to 
Caldwell and live only a few blocks from Grace and Tim. In June 
of 2013, youngest son James, living in Hawaii, was bitten by a 
shark while swim-
ming. Requiring 
over 300 stitches 
in his leg, he re-
turned to work 10 
weeks later. James 
and his fiancée 
Mary Jo were 
married October 
11, 2014 in up-
state NY.  

 Class of 1969 45th Anniversary 
 

Ellen Williams, an Expressive Arts 4-H Agent, and 
Associate Professor at Rutgers University, shares that 
one of her primary sources of satisfaction is her dra-
ma therapy work with youth. “The healing and af-
firming benefits of drama therapy are extraordinary.”  
Ellen, Lead Writer of the National 4-H Council Im-
agination in Action Theatre Arts curriculum, is pre-
senting the curriculum at state and national confer-
ences.  Ellen derives great joy, pride and comfort 
from cantoring masses at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish, Highlands, NJ. 
     See Class of 1969 photo at bottom of page 

Class of 1967        
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 Class of 1971    
 
 

Teri Doran Rogers has 
assumed leadership roles 
in the Hemophilia Associ-
ation of NJ (Co-chair of 
the Publicity and Educa-
tion Committee, Co-chair 
of Fundraising Commit-
tee, member of Personnel 
Committee)….Darlynn 
O’Donnell Marsh has 
been working to support 
daughter Lauren’s music 
career behind the scenes 
including marketing and 
communications. Lauren, 
a graduate of William Paterson College, is 
a singer/songwriter; her first EP “Ready 
for Takeoff” is on itunes and  her second 
was released in the fall. Her son Thomas 
completed his MBA in September 2013 
and is working in NYC….Debbie 
Meehan Brown “decided to give up my 
4 ½ hour daily commute into Manhattan” 
and  became a certified International Tour 
Director. She attended ITMI in San Fran-
cisco, the only accredited tour management school in North 
America, and took tests in D.C. and NYC for her tour guide li-
cense. She  lined up 5 tours between April and June of 2014.  

Class of 1973 
 

 

Class of 1972 continued 
 
Aquinas Academy  School Board, affiliated with St. Philo-
mena’s Church in Livingston.   She has assumed positions 
of Secretary and Treasurer of  the Essex County Bar As-
sociation. Her daughter Amanda, working toward her 
dual doctorate in school and clinical psychology, received 
her masters degree in school psychology….Patricia Fin-
neran Thrower sold her orthodontic practice in 2006. 
Her  husband of 38 years, Albert,  is still practicing ortho-
pedics in Westfield.  Her son, Albert Jr., a hedge fund 
trader in NYC was married in August 2013. Daughters 
Courtney and Caitlin are both pharmaceutical representa-
tives; Courtney is engaged to Phillips Durling. Patricia’s 
leisure pursuits include traveling, golfing, playing tennis, 
doing yoga and pilates, and biking. Patricia is a member 

of two NYC theatre groups and the following muse-
ums: The Barnes in Philadelphia, and the Norton Art 
Museum and Flagler Museum in FL.  She attends  
Continuing Education courses at Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity. Patricia spends summers in Normandy Beach 
and winters in FL. She is active in churches in both 
states....Alicia Daniels Wheeler  is Director of Clini-
cal Operations of Care More Health Plan, that pro-
vides operational oversight of over 45 medical care 
centers nationally. She enjoys reading and going to the 
family’s mountain cabin in California’s High Sierra 

mountain range. She and her husband Jeffrey celebrated their 28th 
wedding anniversary. She exclaims, “Hallelujah! Three sons Chris-
tian, Sean and Joseph are all now college grads! Three tuitions 
done! Anybody hiring???” 

Class of 1972  
 
 

Rosemary Lyons Eshghi received her masters degree in Religious Studies 
from St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers in May 2014. She is president of the Chap-
paqua Garden Club….Mary Christofaro Vassallo works at St. Cassian School  
in Upper Montclair with fellow EOCH grads Regina Walsh Sammon (’73) 
and Debbie DelPolito Crowell (‘76). She writes, “We often find ourrselves 
reminiscing. And every once in a while Charlotte Cikowski (’64) visits our 
school so we get an update from her. I hope everyone is well, and hope to see 
you in 2015”…Dolores Urban is Senior Administrative Assistant at Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals. Her daughters Kate and Tricia are grown and working. Her 
favorite pastime is spending time with her daughters. She also enjoys crocheting 
afghans, photography, and taking her dog Dierks on Sunday hikes. …Francine  
Garofolo Aster, is in her second year as President of the      (continued) 

 Donna Rossi Gesumaria's 
son Robert (Gus)  graduated 
from Rowan University 
School of Osteopathic Medi-
cine in May 2014 and is in-
terning in the dual internship 
program Emergency/
Internal Medicine (EM/IM) 
at Kennedy Health System in 
N.J.   
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Class of 1974—40th Anniversary 
 
…Josephine Bongiovanni Wagner extends “Best Wishes” to 
the Class of 1974. She writes “I am still moving around the coun-
try, but always wishful to attend a reunion one year!”….Anita 
Biunno is Managing Director for Retirement Strategies Group, 
LLC, Springfield. Her hobbies include exercise, reading and cook-
ing. Her son, Michael, widowed, is 29. … Patty Baird Van Or-
den, an RN/nurse clinician, is a developmental interventionist at 
Rutgers Early Intervention Program. She and her husband of 31  
years, Scott, have two married  children….Jeanne Boylan Go-
shen has worked for 22 years as a rehabilitation consultant/ case 
manager with the Corvel Corporation. She lives in Jacksonville, 
FL with, her husband, Andrew, an attorney in private practice,and 
son, Tyler, an aspiring artist, age 23.  Jeanne’s leisure activities 
include: Women’s Center of  Jacksonville (founding member), arts 
and cultural events patron, and gardening…..Elizabeth Pairko-
ski Demianczyk retired in 2009 from her position as US Postal 
Service supervisor where she worked primarily in Orange and 
Plainfield. Her family includes husband Joseph, daughters Me-
ghann (32) and Katherine (26), and grandsons Ethan (6) and baby 
Kealan. Elizabeth is enjoying helping her daughter Katherine  
start a pet sitting and pet walking business….Kate Cawley 
McNally has been married for 25 years to Tom, Essex Catholic 
Class of 1973. She is employed by the Actors Union, SAG AF-
TRA, that represents actors in film, television, broadcast and 
sound recordings. She is President of the Strollers Community 
Theatre in Maplewood….The class of 1974 had a big turnout for 
their 40th reunion. The night before the reunion a group of ladies 
got together for dinner at The Garlic Rose in Cranford and 
had a great time catching up on news. Everyone had so 
much fun talking, eating and laughing. The award for trav-
eling the greatest distance goes to Helen who lives in China 
with the second runner up being Yvonne traveling from 
Arizona. Kathy Glicker sends her regards from CA. She 
was unable to make the reunion but wanted to be remem-
bered to all. Mary Jung was also disappointed not to be 
able to attend but she had just started a new position and 
could not take the time off.  Deborah DeMasi tried to 
rearrange her schedule but had a conflict. She recently left 
her full time law practice and is consulting part time and 
teaching at GW Law and at an organization that trains for-
eign officials on raising private capital.  
 

See more Class of 1974 pictures on page 10 

 Class of 1975 
 
 

Cathy Baumann Kropaczek has been a preschool teacher for 
13 years. She enjoys running and completed her first half mara-
thon. Cathy’s family includes husband Ed to whom she has been 
married for 28 years, and children Denise (26), a forensic nurse, 
Mike (25), an electrical engineer, Stacey (22), a music educator, 
and Brian (20), a biochemistry student. 

The Class of 1975 Celebrated at the Shore in 2014 
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Class of 1979   35th Anniversary 
 

Celia Benz will receive her masters degree 
in counseling from George Mason Univer-
sity in 2015, after which she plans to work 

as a school counselor.  

 Class of 1977 

Class of 1980 

 Class of 1976 
 

Ann McEnroe O’Connor received her 
MBA with a concentration in Health Care 
from Marist College in 2013.  

More Pictures and 
Notes… 
 
Lois Jackyra 
Paul  ’64 sent us 
a photo of her 
first grand child 
Leah. 

Where is the 
Time Capsule  
buried? 

Does Anyone 
Know?  

Right and  
Bottom  
pictures:  
 
Class of 
1974  
individual  
tables. 

Class of 1978 
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EOCH Alumnae Association 
Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award Criteria 

 
The Caritas Award is presented to a former student of EOCH who has contributed to making the world a 
better place through “caritas” – the Latin word for charity. This award is named for our beloved Sr. Eileen 
Bradshaw, a woman of compassion, wisdom, courage and boundless love. 
 

Eligibility Criteria: 
 

Recipient must have been a student of EOCH. 
 

Recipient must be available to accept the award.  The award may not be granted posthumously.   
       Unsuccessful nominees may be nominated again in the future. 
 

Selection Criteria: 
 

Significant contribution of time and talent in giving service to others and/or her community.   
       (How has this woman served others?)  
Demonstrable, positive impact on the lives of others.   
       (Who has benefitted from her work and/or life?  
        What has been the impact on others or the community?) 
An inspirational role model (How has her life and/or work inspired others?) 
 

Nomination Process: 
 

Any former student of EOCH can submit a nomination. Include the following information on the attached 
form: 

 

   Nominee's Resume:  Include a resume or a brief biography and describe her background and contribu-
tions. 

 

   Award Criteria Narrative: Provide specific, concrete examples of how the nominee meets the criteria for 
this award. 

EOCH AA NOMINATION FORM 
Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award 

 
 

 
  Date: __________________________            Year of Graduation: _________ 
 
  Nominee: ____________________________________________________________________________________________         
 
  Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Phone: _____________________________    Email:   ______________________________________________________     
 
  Use additional sheet(s) to provide information.   
 

  Brief biography describing her background and contributions. 
 

  Specific examples of her significant contribution of time and talent in giving  
     service to others and/or her community. 
 

  Specific examples of her demonstrable, positive impact on the lives of others.   
 

  Specific example of how her life and/or work inspired others. 
 

  
  NOTE: Letters of support from others who know the nominee can accompany this nomination. 
 
  Submit nomination by June 1, 2015 to:   
  
                             EOCH Alumnae Association  PO Box 62  Montville, NJ 07045-0062 
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 Our Classmates in the News 

Making a Difference…   Patti Abbott Bozzo ‘65 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forty-five years ago you may have seen this 
beautiful young woman with long flowing 
red hair that graced the halls of EOCH.  
Who knew that classmate, Maria D’An-
drea, would run across her beauty and   

 
talents while on the Internet!   Joan‘s cap-
tion under her picture said, "aesthetically 
inclined" and those inclinations have taken 
her beyond her wildest dreams and anticipa-
tions.... 
 
After working in the retail industry, in  
NYC and designing props, fixtures and 
mannequins, Joan took her talents and crea-
tivity to San Miguel de Allende, Mexico.  It 
was here, that her "love for shoes and a 
desire to give them life" took form.  
 
Working at one of San Miguel's prestigious 
art institutes, she was able to marry her ob-
session with shoes with her unique creative 
abilities; at first, sculpting them in wax and 
then eventually in bronze. She has a collec-
tion of more than 70 one-of-a-kind pieces. 
Each shoe is a fantasy and takes art lovers 
to exotic places and ancient times.   Joan 
also designs and sells extraordinary one-of-a
-kind necklaces by using semi-precious 
stones.  You can view her masterpiec-
es lifeasahuman.com/2013/virtual-art-
gallery/sculpture/an-obsession-with-art-
shoes-real-or-fantasy/ 

 
The Class of 1970 wishes to congratulate 
their classmate, Joan, on a wonderful career 
of living out her dreams and allowing her 
giftedness to "aesthetically" improve life!   

Carol Raab Davis ‘64 
  

“Speak up , be an advocate for your-
self. Knowledge is power. We need to 
believe and use our energy to move 
each other forward. Believe and to-
gether we will make it Happen!”    

Carol at recent Town Hall Meeting 
 

“This picture was taken when the gover-
nor  saw me come in.  He gave me a hug 
and kiss on the cheek. I told him no mat-
ter how streamlined the RREM 
(Reconstruction, Rehabilitation, Elevation, and Mitiga-
tion) program is people still need to know 
which direction to take in order to be suc-
cessful at rebuilding their homes and their 
communities.”  

How many people does it 
take to make a difference?  

Just ONE! 
 

Written by: Sr. Mary Anne Katlack 
 

On the Bulletin Board in my office, there is 
a poster that reads: “Winners are too busy 
to be sad, too positive to be doubtful, 
too optimistic to be fearful and too de-
termined to be defeated.”  
 

After reading Patti Abbott Bozzo’s vitae, 
written by her children and grandchildren 
who had nominated Patti for the Caritas 
Award, there is no doubt in my mind that 
these words describe her.  
 

Patti is a woman of faith and action. She 
has always exhibited trust that God will get 
her through the difficult times and has 
passed this on to her children. She has been 
involved in school and parish programs 

that have required a great deal of time com-
mitment and much hard work: Assistant 
Cub Master, soccer coach, religious educa-
tion teacher, folk choir singer and coordi-
nator of Cornerstone Retreats. 
 

Responding to the needs of our times, Patti 
has found time to advocate for those peo-
ple in our society who need someone to be 
an advocate for them. Her compassion has 
no limits. While some among us may be 
overwhelmed by personal responsibilities 
and wonder how we can address the prob-
lems of other people, Patti has shown, time 
after time, that there is always a way to be 
of service to others.  
 

Her efforts, over the years, have resulted in 
a young  boy in Oregon receiving a kidney 
transplant without his parents having to 
absorb the monetary costs for surgery; help 
for Vietnam War Veterans seeking im-
proved benefits; assisting a co-worker, 

whose two-year-old daughter has leukemia, 
to resolve all the problems related to medi-
cal costs. These are only a few examples of 
how Patti sees a need and looks for a way 
to address that need.  This brief article does 
not do justice to all that Patti has been in-
volved with in service to others. 
 

 

Joan McClutchy  
de Vidargas ‘70    

Artist   

Shoes designed by Joan   
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Write to us on Facebook or send us an email at EOCHALUMNAE@gmail.com.  
To find notes from classmates, click on “files” and find your year.                  

 

 A NOTE OF THANKS FROM OUR 2014  
Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award Winner      

Sheila Lenihan Walsh ‘65 

Continued thanks to: Jeanne Mirabella ’79   

Dear Friends, 
 

It is with sincere gratitude that I write 
these brief words of appreciation for 
being selected for the EOCH 2014 Sr. 
Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award.  This is 
an honor I will always cherish and  hold 
close to my heart.  To my dearest 
friends and family, who shared the day 
with me, you know I love you and will 
always be grateful for the many gifts we 
share.  To my Irish born parents who 
came to this country so many years ago, 
we will always love you and cherish the 
values and rich heritage you bestowed 
upon us. To my husband John, you are 
with me every day of my life and will 
continue to be my guiding force.  I will 
love you forever and miss you more, 
with every passing day. 

 
To my friends at EOCH, this honor was 
so very special to me because of Sr. Ei-
leen, who will always be Sr. Eileen Maria, 
in my mind and who represented all that 
EOCH meant to me.  She was a woman I 
came to know again in recent years and 
who only grew more in my admiration 
and respect.  She was a remarkable person 
of vision, strength, courage, faith and 
hope.   I thought of her, when recently 
reading Desmond Tutu’s message,  that 
people are made for goodness.  “That 
amid the darkness, we are called to hope 
and joy, and through practicing the disci-
pline of goodness, we find the keys to 
finding fulfillment, meaning and happi-
ness in our lives.”   
 

Sr.  Eileen was the epitome of having 
lived a meaningful life and her efforts had 
an impact on so many.  She not only edu-
cated teenage girls and helped them as 
they grew into young women, but she 
dedicated herself to building and support-
ing systems of education that would en-
dure beyond her lifetime.  She was a men-
tor and a teacher and truly a woman who 
embodied “goodness.” 

As we approach our 50th reunion, I can-
not help but think of what happened in 
the lives of the Class of 1965.  Many of us 
are fortunate to have friendships that 
have endured all of those years and to 
learn about others, in so many serendipi-
tous ways. Of course, there are many we 
do not know about and too many that 
died, too young.  I do know for certain, 
that most have faced great challenges and 
suffered tremendous losses, amid their 
joys and successes, and yet they continued 
on with grace and with courage.  So, with 
all of the class of 1965, I share the honor 
of this award.  I would also take the op-
portunity to say thank you to the EOCH 
community for all of the wisdom and 
courage and grace that they helped instill 
in us at such valuable times in our lives. 
 
“We will long remember, goals you led us 
to….”   
 
Thank you. 
Sincerely, 
 

Sheila Lenihan Walsh 

Pictured below:  Sheila and her family 
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Do you remember …  the hand carved 
statues in each classroom ?    

IN THE NEWS AGAIN! 
Marianne Holler ‘77 

        
 Featured in NJ Magazine 

Top Docs 2014 
Building healthy lives 

The skill of a physician is to use the 
tools at hand to help build healthy and 
happy lives. Our job as patients is to 
listen, follow and then enjoy the bene-
fits that healthy lifestyle is sure to 
bring. 
 

We asked NJ doctors which of their 
peers they would choose to care for a 
family member. The votes poured in, 
and NJ docs selected these physicians 
worthy of our “Top Doc” designation. 
 

Hospice & Palliative Care 
Marianne Holler, DO 

Samaritan Healthcare & Hospice 

Did you ever wonder what became 
of the statues that graced the walls 
and classrooms at EOCH? 

  

by Charlotte Cikowski ‘64 
 

What a wonderful surprise!  Visiting Sister  
Marion Boudreau at her home this summer I mentioned that the 
statues on the walls looked familiar… That’s when I found out she 
had been a teacher at EOCH from 1971 to 1980.  (See yearbook 
picture below.) 
 

When the school and convent closed, the brothers offered the stat-
ues to the sisters.  The ones you see here were from both the con-
vent and the classrooms.  They were hand carved statues from 
Italy.  Truly beautiful workmanship and it was gratifying to know 
that these statues are still a part of the Sisters of Charity homes 
and convents.   

Mother Seton from the wall inside the Convent at EOCH 

 

St. Vincent DePaul 
Classroom 

 Mother Seton  & Our Lady of the Magnificat 
  From Classrooms 

Mary and Joseph from  
the Convent  dining room 

EOCH ITEMS  
 
We will be back soon with 
some new and some old 
favorites.  If you have any 
suggestions or ideas for 
anything EOCH, please let 
us know!   
 
 

Email us at: 
 

EOCHALUMNAE@gmail.com 
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Tickets will be mailed to you before the reunion  
Please check all that apply: 

  I will attend the All-Class Reunion on Sunday, April 12, 2015 My check for $45 is enclosed. 
                   Please use this form and register before March  12, 2015.  After this date the fee is $55 

  My $15 annual dues is enclosed. 

 
 

  I am not currently on the EOCH/AA mailing list.  (Include your name and address below.) 
  My contact information has changed!  Please note my new ___ name ___ mailing address ___phone number 
        ___ e-mail address below. (No personal information will be printed in the newsletter.) 

 
 
 

Name ____________________________________                     Maiden name__________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________ State _______________ Zip ________________ 

Home Phone (           )_________________________ Work Phone (              )___________________________ 

Cell Phone (           ) ________________________    E-mail ________________________________________ 

For faculty:  Years taught ___________  Subject(s) _______________________________________________ 

Send us your news! Or use the form below.   Tell us about a new job, new child or grandchild, promotion, new 
marriage, a move, special honor.  Your classmates and friends would love to know!         
 

Family: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Career and/or volunteer work: ________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other interests: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

  Sr. Eileen Bradshaw Caritas Award Nominee.   Person you recommend ___________________________________________ 
          Include a detailed letter with a biography of the EOCH graduate who you are nominating.  See page  11.        

                        
    
 

 
The Hanover Manor, 16 Eagle Rock Ave.,  East Hanover, NJ 07936     thehanovermanor.com 

   Mail this form or a copy along with your check or money order to:    
   EOCH Alumnae Association, PO Box 62, Montville, NJ 07045-0062 

 Class               Year 

 Your dues help defray the cost of the newsletter and postage. 

Sunday April 12, 2015 

11:30 am  to  3:30 pm 

Dues $15….   Reunion Luncheon $45 (or $55)  $ _____________  Total enclosed                                                                        
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EOCH Alumnae Association 
PO Box 62 
Montville, NJ 07045-0062 

Sunday 
February 1, 2015 

 
 
 

 Advertise your Business—
Just like this! 

 
 

 Business Cards for $10  

NEXT ALL SCHOOL REUNION - April 12, 2015 - SAVE THE DATE AND COME JOIN US! 

If you know of any former 
graduates who are not cur-
rently receiving our newslet-

ter please contact  
Donna Mariani Feulner 

‘69 at 
sud4chette@verizon.net 

Check out our website!  WWW.EOCH.ORG 
Email us: EOCHALUMNAE@gmail.com 

 

       2015  Anniversary  Classes 

 
 

 Class of 1965.………………50 years 
 

Class of 1970.…………45 years 
 

Class of 1975.………………40 years 
 

Class of  1980.………… 35 years  
 
 

Congratulations! 

Next Meeting  
of the EOCH  

Alumnae Association 
 
 

 
 
 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

 
The next meeting of the EOCH AA 
will be at 1:00 pm on Sunday February 
1,  2015  at Mother Seton Regional 
High School in Clark, NJ.   
 
 

All members of the EOCH AA are 
invited, and Class Reps are particularly 
encouraged to attend.  We will be put-
ting the final touches on our 2014 re-
union and welcome the input and assis-
tance of all willing volunteers.  Or just 
come to observe and chat! 
 
 

Directions to Mother Seton Regional 
HS, Valley Road, Clark, NJ.  Take the 
Garden State Parkway, North or South to 
exit 135.  Coming from the South, bear 
right at the exit and the school is on your 
left.  From the North, go around the circle 
back under the parkway then immediately 
bear right and  the school is on the left. 


